
 

 

TOWN OF NEW HAMPTON 

PLANNING BOARD 

MEETING MINUTES 

NEW HAMPTON TOWN OFFICE 

NEW HAMPTON, NH 03256 

 
January 15, 2013 

 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Kenneth Kettenring, Chairman; Neil Irvine, Vice Chairman; George 

Luciano, Secretary; Karen Gregg, Kenneth Mertz, Robert Joseph, 

Daniel Love, Daniel Fielding.  John Conkling and Thomas Lacey 

were not present.  

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Mrs. Lucas, Town Administrator; Deputy Fire Chief Kevin Lang 

  

CALL TO ORDER: Mr. Kettenring called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  He asked that 

Robert Joseph vote in the place of John Conkling. 

 

MINUTES: 

12/18/2012 

 

Minutes of December 18
th

 were reviewed.  Mr. Mertz made a motion 

to approve the minutes as presented, seconded by Daniel Fielding.  

The motion was passed unanimously. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE: There was none. 

 

MASTER PLAN SUB-COMMITTEE: 

Update on Master Plan Process for  

2012-2013 

Mr. Irvine advised the Board the intent was to draw up an executive 

summary as well as presenting data points, but due to his illness in 

December he had not provided the committee with the draft for their 

review until now. 

 

Main points from the executive draft to share with the Board at this 

point, was that there is a sense from the survey that encouraging 

commercial activity is important, but maintaining scale and character  

of a small New England town is valued highly.  This is similar to the 

last survey done in 1998.  The plan is for the committee to review the 

executive summary, edit and comment and then present the final draft 

at the February meeting.   

 

At the request of Mrs. Lucas a brief report on the Committee’s work 

has been prepared for the Town Report.  

 

SIGNING OF CORRECTED PLANS: 

New Hampton School 

Renovation and Addition to Meservey Hall 

Tax Map U-3, Lot 12 and 

Tax Map U-4, Lot 12 

Kirk Beswick of the New Hampton School presented himself to the 

Board and outlined the issue of campus parking.  The civil engineer 

is preparing an overview of the campus parking with an eye to the 

ordinance requirements and the project’s shift of ten parking spaces 

to assure inclusion of green space behind Meservey.  This is still in 

progress as they are noting who works in what building at any given 

time to determine the parking needs.  He was hoping this would be 

presented at the February meeting.  In the November minutes, Mr. 

Irvine noted the Board approved a conditional application giving six 

months for completing the parking matrix. 

 

Mr. Beswick advised the Meservey site plan was modified to include 

egress access pathways requested by the Fire Chief during the 
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monthly safety meetings he has with the School.  In the front of the 

building a 16 foot swath on the north side will allow emergency 

vehicles in a concrete pathway.  A paved area on the side of the 

building will allow a ladder truck to access that end of the building. 

 

A widening of the parking area behind Barry to Meservey and behind 

the Pilalas Center will allow more emergency vehicles and allow the 

vehicles to continue in a circle to exit.  The Board reviewed the plans 

provided.  Deputy Chief Kevin Lang of the Fire Department 

confirmed these changes were approved by the Fire Chief. 

 

Mr. Kettenring stated the Board had given conditional approval 

previously and asked the members of the Board for questions.  Mr. 

Irvine asked for clarification of the hydrant on the map in the area L2.  

This was clarified by Mr. Beswick.  With no other questions, the 

Board signed the plans.  Mr. Love recused himself as he is the Dean 

of Faculty at the School.  

 

SIGNING OF FINAL PLANS: 

New Hampton School  

Construction of New Dormitory 

Tax Map U-3, Lots 3,4,6,9 and 12 

Mr. Mertz recused himself from the discussion of this agenda item as 

he is an abutter to the proposed new 21,253 sq. ft. dormitory.  Mr. 

Love also recused himself.  Mr. Beswick began by noting the Board 

had granted conditional approval of this project, pending review of 

supporting documentation, state permits, etc.  The Wetlands Permit 

was approved by the Wetlands Board and a copy of the approved 

permit will be provided to the Board.  Mr. Beswick advised he would 

be getting the Building Permit on Friday when he had the 

documentation required for the application. He advised he would be 

meeting with DOT to discuss their questions regarding the proposed 

driveway. 

 

Mr. Beswick noted one center bridge over the wetlands has been re-

designed to accommodate first responders wanting quick access to 

the fronts of their buildings. 

 

A loop road proposed initially has been amended to eliminate a 

possible difficulty at the Rice dorm for first responders.  Mr. Beswick 

pointed out a 20 foot width coming out to Barry’s parking lot, similar 

to the road proposed at Meservey, will now accommodate trucks at a 

number of buildings’ fronts without impeding their turn radius.  Mr. 

Irvine asked for clarification whether the front of the buildings face 

Main Street or the interior campus.  He was advised they would face 

the interior campus and give ready access to emergency panels on 

that side for first responders.  Deputy Chief Lang added that an 

additional hydrant would be installed and a letter from the Precinct 

indicated the minimum size pipes and other conditions for approval, 

none of which Mr. Beswick noted, presented any surprises. 

 

Mrs. Lucas asked for clarification whether the letter from DOT 

regarding the permit had been received.  Mr. Beswick advised he had 

not received it.  He advised the approach from Main Street they had 

envisioned may have to be revised for DOT approval.  An existing 

curb cut between Bickford and Harvey and the driveway that is 

present creates some issues with line of site.  Using the Bickford curb 

cut puts a double wide driveway right against the building which is 

not preferable.  Mr. Beswick advised he would get the changes to the 

Board as quickly as is possible. 
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Mr. Beswick then addressed the Board’s concerns regarding 

landscaping around the pond.  He pointed out on the site plans the 

building corner is within the wetlands setbacks.  A vegetative buffer 

is proposed with a retaining wall and vegetation on the upward side, 

including some larger and native wetlands species.  He advised this 

will create a buffer to discourage children from accessing the area 

and will slow any surface waters in downpours from “sheening” 

across the area and into the pond.  He noted the plans show the rain 

garden which will act to slow the water.  Mr. Kettenring asked and 

was shown the coding for the various plantings.  Mr. Beswick noted 

the plantings will be installed in phases over time.  On the plans he 

also showed the changes proposed to Caswell Lane.  He pointed out 

the pathways adjacent to the parking lots would be widened, and the 

access for emergency vehicles would be improved.  Deputy Chief 

Lang noted requests made previously would have required moving 

trees, walkways, etc., but noted these changes dramatically improve 

the response access and are a good compromise.  Plastic bollards 

control foot traffic but allow quick removal for emergency vehicles.  

Mr. Beswick also noted this was a good collaborative effort. 

 

Mrs. Lucas noted the Board’s concern with regard to maintaining the 

residential appearance of the entrance at Bickford, and was not sure 

what DOT’s concerns were.  However, she asked if the Board would 

like the Town to write a letter of support for the School to maintain 

the aesthetic quality of Main Street.  Mr. Kettenring stated he would 

be supportive of such an idea and asked the Board for comments.  

Mr. Mertz advised that as an abutter, he would also be supportive.  

Mr. Beswick advised his meeting with DOT was tomorrow and 

invited Mrs. Lucas to attend.  After discussion of the less desirable 

options to this access, Mr. Irvine made a motion that the Board give 

Mrs. Lucas authorization to speak on behalf of the Board at the 

meeting in support of the plans as presented at the meeting with 

DOT.  This was seconded by Mrs. Gregg, and the motion was passed 

unanimously. 

 

An agreement to merge lots 3, 6 and 9 was also reviewed.  Mr. Irvine 

made a motion to approve the merger, seconded by Mr. Luciano.  

The motion was approved.   

 

Mrs. Lucas reviewed the conditions set by the Board and confirmed 

they had all been discussed.  Mr. Beswick confirmed the required 

permits would be provided as soon as they were approved.  The 

Board then signed the plans.  Mr. Beswick thanked the Board. 

 

SIGNING OF PLANS: 

New Hampton Route 104, LLC 

Tax Map R-4, Lot 90K 

Relocation of Subway Restaurant to Exit 23 

Plaza (former Franklin Savings Bank) 

Mrs. Lucas advised no one from Subway was present tonight. She 

provided the plans reviewed previously to ask the Board to stamp and 

sign the plans for the Town’s file.  She explained that because it is an 

existing building, a full set of plans was not required by the board.  

The Board proceeded to sign the plans for the file. 

 

INFORMATIONAL/CONCEPTUAL 

MEETING: 

Lakes Region Regional Hospital Offices 

Exit 23 Plaza 

Tax Map R-4, Lot 90K 

Mrs. Lucas advised the contractor for Lakes Region Hospital came to 

the Town offices not much before the deadline to be on the agenda.  

She added them to the agenda for an informational/conceptual 

meeting, but they did not follow up with her office. 
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INFORMATIONAL/CONCEPTUAL 

MEETING: 

Tim Carter, Property Owner 

HUD Program: Granite State Future 

Mr. Carter thanked the Board.  While he is not a resident, he 

explained he is a landowner on Old Bristol Road.  Mr. Carter had 

provided handouts on a HUD Program called Granite State Future.  

He explained it as a top down federal program directly connected to 

the Sustainable Communities Initiative at the federal level.  He 

advised the program was a federal level effort to direct states as to 

how they wanted planning to be done.  He described the federal effort 

as a planning collaboration of HUD, EPA and DOT.  He noted it 

takes local control from local Planning Boards.  Mr. Carter stated he 

had proof that the HUD Program was “guilty of a very serious 

misrepresentation”.   

 

He outlined his belief that the nine regional planning commissions in 

New Hampshire, which he described as the core of the Granite State 

Future program, appointed the Nashua Regional Planning 

Commission to sign on their behalf the HUD 10-24 document last 

February.  The HUD 10-24 is a legally binding contract between the 

Regional Planning Commissions and the Federal government in 

hopes of getting a 4 million dollar grant to institute the Granite State 

Future program through all nine regional commissions.  Each 

regional commission, Mr. Carter stated, will come to town planning 

boards to promote Granite State Future.  LRPC has already gone to 

Franklin, Meredith and Laconia.  The program’s website promotes 

collaborative planning across sectors to replicate successful planning 

in communities both large and small, but Mr. Carter warned that so-

called stake holders who are insufficiently identified in the 

agreement, would be decision makers rather than municipal 

governments or local planning boards.  The examples of stake 

holders Mr. Carter stated was “massive” and included UNH, NH 

Charitable Institute, NH Listens, NH Housing Finance Authority, NH 

Employment Security, NH Energy Collaborative.  He advised the 

Board that these names should be “red flashing lights”.  He advised 

appointed, not elected officials, and outside special interests groups, 

are the primary decision makers under this plan.   

 

Mr. Mertz asked for clarification regarding Mr. Carter’s point that 

elected officials would have no input.  Mr. Carter explained that if the 

town signs onto the Granite State Future, the town is accepting the 

decisions of the program as mandatory outcomes.  He reiterated “the 

goal is to transfer local planning decisions to the federal level”.    

 

Mr. Irvine asked who signed the agreement.  He was advised the 

Nashua Planning Commission signed the agreement.  Mr. Carter 

stated that only one of the nine commissions would sign the HUD 

document, but they had already agreed that Nashua would be signing 

on behalf of the State’s regional planning boards. 

 

Mr. Carter quoted from the website: “the plans created by each 

regional planning commission are advisory only, and ensure that 

local land use decisions remain local.”  He then referred to the HUD 

legal document and read a disclosure that the form was “a legally 

binding agreement between the parties” and explained that the 

meaning of the document was that hundreds and hundreds of pages of 

restrictions and covenants are set in place allowing HUD and its staff 

to direct the actions of the sustainable communities.  Mr. Carter 
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stated this was intended to force persons of all social strata to live in 

the same place.  

 

He quoted portions of the documentation in support of his position 

that the program was meant to “over come New Hampshire’s strong 

tradition of individual property rights and resultant resistance to 

planning and zoning”.   

 

Westchester County in New York was the example of a community 

prosecuted for tens of millions of dollars by HUD for failure to fulfill 

their obligations under the plan.  Mr. Mertz said he believed they 

recently settled.  Mark Filler of Moultonborough spoke in support of 

Mr. Carter, and read a letter which explained the city of Salem, NH 

voted to pull out of the Granite State Future program after re-

considering their involvement in the program. 

 

Mr. Luciano, the Town representative to the LRPC, noted he had not 

been informed of this program as yet. 

 

Mr. Carter recommended the Board invite Kimon Koulet of the 

LRPC to discuss this and offered to attend to provide counter point.  

He offered to come before the Board at any time. 

 

John Ewens of Blake Hill Road then offered a copy of a document 

referred to as United Nations Agenda 21, which he advised was more 

alarming than the Granite State Futures information, and noted the 

document had been signed by the President of the United States.  He 

was invited to leave the document for the Board’s review.  Mr. 

Kettenring thanked the group for coming before the Board. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS: Mrs. Lucas advised the Selectmen held the Budget Hearing and set 

February 5
th

 as the date for the Deliberative Session.  The meeting 

has been moved to the Public Safety Building rather than the 

Community School and the snow date is February 6
th

. 

 

Mr. Irvine noted the 2013 RSA books were available to those who 

had not received them yet. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: Motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Joseph and seconded by Mr. 

Mertz.  The motion was unanimous in the affirmative and the 

meeting was adjourned at 8:31 p.m. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Kristin Harmon 


