
Note to Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) Scoping Participants for Northern Pass 
Tl'ansmission Line Project 

Northern Pass Transmission LLC (Northern Pass) filed an application with the Department of 
Energy seeking issuance of a Presidential Permit in order to construct, operate, maintain, and 
connect a new electric transmission line across the U.S.-Canada border in northern New 
Hampshire. Amongst other regulatory requirements, Northern Pass must obtain a Presidential 
Permit in order for the project to cross the international border. DOE does not have approval 
authority for electric transmission lines in the State of New Hampshire. In order for Northern 
Pass to develop its proposed project it must obtain approval from New Hampshire's Site 
Evaluation Committee to site the line within the state." 

On February 11,2011, the Department of Energy (DOE) announced its intention to prepare an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) to assess the environmental impacts related to the potential granting of a Presidential 
Permit for the project. 

The beginning of the EIS process identifies the scope of actions, alternatives, and potential 
impacts to be examined in the EIS. This is called "Scoping." 

The Scoping process is used to focus the analysis in the EIS. This includes identifying the 
significant environmental issues that will be analyzed in depth in the EIS. Scoping also includes 
the identification of reasonable alternatives to the proposed Federal action. 

The Scoping process includes the opportunity for interested persons to provide written as well as 
oral comments and suggestions on the scope of the EIS. Comments would be particularly useful 
to DOE if those comments identify issues and alternatives as specifically as possible. For 
example, if suggesting an alternative route to the proposed route, please identify the alternative 
route with enough specificity to be identified on a map. 

Scoping meetings are not formal hearings. The scoping meetings will be structured in two parts: 
first, an informal discussion "workshop" period that will not be recorded; and second, a formal 
commenting session, which will be transcribed by a stenographer. Persons wishing to speak at a 
public scoping meeting should register by March 1 lth by contacting Brian Mills at 202-586- 
8267 or Brian.Mills@hq.doe.~ov. Requests to speak may also be made at the Scoping meeting, 
but requests received by March 1 lth will be given priority in the speaking order. A 
representative from DOE'S Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability Office will 
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