
TOWN OF NEW HAMPTON
PLANNING BOARD
MEETING MINUTES

NEW HAMPTON TOWN OFFICE
NEW HAMPTON, NH 03256

November 20, 2018

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mr. Kettenring, Mr. MacDonald, Mr. Broadhurst, and Mr. Katz, Mr.
Mertz, and Alternate Members Ms. Peterson, Mr. Shea, and Mrs.
Griffin were present.

OTHERS PRESENT: Permitting Assistant Mr. Pollock

CALL TO ORDER: Mr. Kettenring called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Mr. Kettenring appointed Ms. Peterson to vote in place of Mrs. Hiltz
and Mr. Shea to vote in place of Mr. Hays.

MINUTES Mr. Katz made a motion, seconded by Mr. Mertz, to approve the
minutes of 10/16/18 with the following amendments:
1. Pg 5, 2nd to last sentence – Change “Mrs. Hiltz stated” to “Ms.

Peterson stated…”
2. Pg 4, 2nd to last sentence change “Mrs.” to “Ms.” and

“McDonald” to “MacDonald”.
3. Pg 1, left margin, “CORRESPONDENCE” should be moved

alongside “Mr. Kettenring stated there…”
Vote was unanimous.

CORRESPONDENCE Copy of Notice of Decision from ZBA – Approval for Denis Foran,
Tax Map U9, Lot 8A6, for a Special Exception.

PUBLIC HEARING
Master Plan Update of Land
Resources Section

It was noted this was a public hearing to review and discuss the Land
Resources Section of the Master Plan that has been prepared by the
Master Plan Update Subcommittee.

As there was no further discussion, Mr. Katz made a motion,
seconded by Ms. Peterson, to adopt the update as amended.  Vote
was unanimous.

CONTINUATION PUBLIC
HEARING
Michael Sharp: NH Route 104 and
Riverwood Drive, Tax Map U-17, Lot
55; proposed health focus facility
with two 10,000 sq. ft. buildings, Site
Plan Review

Mr. Pollock said there has been new information from the applicant.

Ms. Peterson asked how many times an applicant can ask for a
continuance before needing to reapply.  Mr. Kettenring advised that
the delay is with the NHDOT review but advised the board could
vote to deny without prejudice if there was good reason or
substantial changes, allowing the applicant to reapply if desired.

Mr. Mertz made a motion, seconded by Mr. Katz, to continue this
hearing to December 18, 2018 at 7:00 pm.  Vote was unanimous.
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CONT. – SITE PLAN REVIEW
Scott Buitta, on property belonging to
Scott Buitta & Marcos Coli, 599 NH
Route 132N, Tax Map R5, Lot 5;
Amendment of previously approved
Site Plan.

Email from Mr. Buitta stating his site plans are not ready, asking for
a continuation.

Mr. Mertz made a motion, seconded by Ms. Peterson, to continue
this hearing to December 18, 2018 at 7:00 pm.  Vote was unanimous.

PRELIMINARY HEARING/SUB-
MISSION OF APPLICATION
Colin Brown, on property belonging
to Charles III & Lorien Garden, 39
Dana Hill Road, Tax Map R10, Lot 2;
95 acres, 2 lot Subdivision

Mr. Garden and surveyor Mr. Brown were present.

Mr. Garden said he wants to subdivide a 5.28 acre parcel off of his
so his mother can build a place nearby.  The new lot will be accessed
by his current driveway and be shared. The board reviewed the
plans, which showed the new lot had frontage on Dana Hill Road
and bordered the southern boundary of Mr. Garden’s lot.  The
current access to the existing house would go through the new lot.
Mr. Garden confirmed that he would be retaining a ROW easement
to access his house and plans to retain ownership of the new lot.
Proposed area for house was shown.  Mr. Garden said the septic
design is in process and blasting may be necessary for construction
due to ledge.

Mr. Mertz made a motion, seconded by Mr. Broadhurst, to accept the
application as complete.  Vote was unanimous.

As there was no further discussion, Mr. Mertz made a motion,
seconded by MacDonald, to approve the application.  Vote was
unanimous.

SUBDIVISION REGULATION
UPDATE
Report on amendments from sub-
committee: Development & Regional
Impacts and Premature Subdivisions

Mr. Katz advised he has created a document, including cross
references.  This will need department head review at some point.
The board had proposed language that had previously been emailed
to members. Mr. Katz advised the intent of some of the proposed
language is to address the type of development that cumulatively
would have a negative impact on town services, which would
include department review.

MASTER PLAN SUB-
COMMITTEE
Report on Transportation section

Mr. Mertz said there was nothing new to report as they had not met.
He suggested a reframing of the Master Plan with the
additions/revisions.

A Master Plan Subcommittee meeting was set for 12/10/18 at 6:00
pm in the Selectmen’s meeting room.

Mr. Pollock advised that the town is filing NHDOT grant
applications for two hazardous locations in town and asked if grants
are addressed in the Master Plan. Mr. Mertz said that this inclusion
into the Master Plan will bear more weight during grant application
processes.

DISCUSSION ON ROAD
POSSIBLE ZONING
AMENDMENT TO ALLOW FOR
SPECIAL EVENTS

Mr. Kettenring said Mrs. Hiltz was interested in discussing this.  He
noted the board had been emailed a copy of some Special Events
language from the Holderness zoning ordinance.  Mr. Kettenring
distributed some comments from Mrs. Hiltz, relative to that
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ordinance, as she was not in attendance.

Under 400.21.1 the Town of Holderness’s ordinance allowed for
special events no more than 1 time per year with Mrs. Hiltz
proposing to allow up to 6 times per year or review event through
Site Plan review if it were more often than that.  It was noted that
this Special Event regulations would be an addition to New
Hampton’s zoning ordinance.  Mrs. Hiltz had previously mentioned
having this under Home Occupation but the board agreed that it
would take a lot of rewriting to have special events addressed there.
There was discussion on whether it would be necessary for the PD or
Fire Dept to obtain a special permit for an event.  There was a
question as to why this issue would need to be addressed and Ms.
Peterson pointed out that outdoor/barn weddings are becoming
popular as either private or commercial enterprise with the board
agreeing that more than one day seems to be a commercial use.  Ms.
Peterson noted that the Holderness language exempted private
residential parties/events which then addressed or limited - parking,
duration, event times, and input from Fire and Police. There was
discussion on the Farmer’s Market on the Town House lot and the
fact it went through Site Plan Review and abutter’s concerns were
addressed. Relative to 400.21.1.9: “Selectmen may require a
prepayment…” Mrs. Hiltz commented this may not be necessary, but
Selectmen Mertz advised there are times this could be necessary and
the board agreed.  There was discussion on NHS activities or a
fundraising activity and how this special event language would
apply. There was discussion that events for commercial purposes
could require town review as this has potential effects to neighboring
properties and some protections should be in place. It was the
board’s consensus that there may need to be a defined threshold to
determine whether an event is commercial vs private in determining
site plan review.  There was discussion on whether special event
language was even necessary or whether a special event permit could
be helpful to property owners for protection purposes when they are
holding a private event that draws a lot of people.

Mr. Broadhurst said other towns have had issues with farms being
turned in wedding venues.  Mr. MacDonald said in that case they
would come to the town for site plan review for an Agritourism
business.  Mr. Broadhurst questioned whether they would need the
permit because we have agritourism”.  Mr. Mertz mentioned a 2017
concert on someone’s property on Blake Hill Road that was
advertised on Facebook, with admission, a stage, musicians, etc. and
the town had not been made aware of it.  Something like this would
have required extensive discussion if it was brought to the town
beforehand.  Mr. Katz pointed out the concert as being a commercial
enterprise.  Mr. Mertz said holding weddings on a lot would require
the property owner to charge money, a commercial transaction, for
someone to use it as a venue.  Mrs. Griffin asked if they did have
something in the ordinance that limited special events wouldn’t this
allow Selectmen to take action on an unpermitted uses and Mr.
Mertz agreed. There was discussion on the level of event activity
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and whether the Selectmen could determine whether something
necessarily needed a special events permit.  Ms. Peterson referred to
400.21.4 for exclusions with some conditions, but said it could be
written better for clarification purposes.

Mr. Mertz made a motion, seconded by Mr. Katz, to continue this
discussion on 12/18/18 at 7:00 pm. Vote was unanimous.

OTHER BUSINESS  Mr. MacDonald asked if there was supposed to be a change to
the parking sizes in the ordinance.  Mr. Pollock said he would
look into this.

ADJOURNMENT Mr. Katz made a motion, seconded by Mr. Broadhurst, to adjourn the
meeting at 8:20 p.m.  Vote was unanimous.

Respectfully submitted,
Pamela Vose


