
TOWN OF NEW HAMPTON
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MEETING MINUTES
TOWN OFFICE, NEW HAMPTON, NH  03256

Thursday, September 9, 2021

MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Mr. Drake, Mr. Shaw, and Mr. Harvey were present.

OTHERS PRESENT: Town Administrator Mr. Irvine and Conservation Commission Chair Mrs. Martinez

CALL TO ORDER: Mr. Drake called the meeting of the Board to order at 6:00 p.m. and led the group in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES Mr. Harvey made a motion, seconded by Mr. Shaw to approve the minutes of 8/19/21 as
corrected.  Vote was unanimous.

WORK SESSION Manifests, bills, requisitions, purchase orders and leave request forms.

The board approved the following Building Permit(s):
1. Maurice Guyotte – Map R17, Lot 32A – HELD for ZBA approval
2. HEG, Energy Group North (Mobil Station) – Map R4, Lot 92
3. Chris & Jeannette Perez – Map R8, Lot 1M

OPEN ITEMS o Town House – grant opportunities being investigated.
o Generators – no update
o Personnel Policy – Awaiting Selectmen review & input.
o Fees – no update
o Utility abatement – no update
o Brook Road Bridge – no update
o Veterans Memorial – granite posts and brass plaque in production.
o Landfill –Modification document filed with NHDES.
o Radio inventory/plan –AFG grant awarded, purchases next.
o 911#s – no update; poles & brackets require costing.

APPOINTMENTS
6:00 pm
Conservation
Commission Chair
Shana Martinez

Mrs. Martinez was present and advised that a property owner, Norma Bedrosian, would
like to gift her parcel (Map R6, Lot 3 at 139 acres) to the Commission. Mrs. Martinez
advised that the advantage to this acquisition is that it envelops Dolloff Brook which
feeds into the Waukewan watershed. The Commission and Ms. Bedrosian’s attorney
have created a Quitclaim Deed and there has been no recent survey done and the deed
description is not well defined. She said she would like to see the property transfer to
the town, then proceed with a full survey, as it is likely an easement would be granted to
an outside party. Mrs. Martinez advised that Ms. Bedrosian is proposing some language
(ie. restrictions) to be placed on any future easement. Mr. Irvine advised that as the
property is all in current use, the loss of taxes if transferred to the town, is negligible.
Mrs. Bedrosian wants to prohibit motor vehicles and ATVs. Mr. Drake and Mr. Harvey
said there was likely a maintained snowmobile trail that crosses the property and for this
reason, the board agreed that ATVs should be allowed, but restricted to ones belonging
to snowmobile clubs for use in maintaining the trail system, with these restrictions to be
dictated in language for any easement.

It was the consensus of the board to direct the Commission to proceed with the property
transfer once language is determined.
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6:30 pm
New Hampton School

New Hampton School Headmaster Joe Williams and Business Manager Jill Duncan
were present.

Mr. Drake said the board wanted to speak with them relative to the acquisition of
properties in town resulting in a negative impact to the tax base. Mr. Williams said they
want to be good community members but do see some abutting properties as being
beneficial to own.  Relative to the value of properties coming off of the tax rolls, Mr.
Irvine advised that after investigation it was determined that since 1991, twenty
properties have been purchased and became non-taxable or demolished, with an
approximate value of 3.4 million on today’s market. Mr. Irvine said that based on an
average tax rate for the last 10 years at $18.00/thousand, the calculation represents
$62,000 in lost taxes for each year. Ms. Duncan said there should be a determination
made as to what amount is appropriate for a payment in lieu of taxes. Ms. Duncan said
there should be a consideration of the value the school provides with the maintenance of
the sidewalks on Main Street, the maintenance of Dr. Child’s Road, and the merging of
the school with the library. Mr. Williams said there may some projects the school could
contribute towards, that would benefit the town. There was a consensus of everyone
present to formalize some kind of agreement between the town and school. The board
agreed to provide the school with information on projects the town would like to fund,
but can’t due to budget constraints.

Ms. Duncan advised that they would like to discontinue the remaining portion of Dr.
Child’s Road as the school now owns all the properties on either side of that street.  Mr.
Irvine said that could be done with a warrant article.

Mr. Drake remembered discussion with the prior headmaster that the plan was to keep
the campus all contained within Main Street, Shingle Camp Hill Road and Route 104
and Mr. Williams said that is no longer the intent.

DISCUSSION  There was discussion on a Discretionary Preservation Easement application for a
barn on Tax Map R6, Lot 8. Criteria was reviewed with determinations made:
Structure is 75+ years old making it historic; structure was used agriculturally;
structure doesn’t provide scenic enjoyment from a public way as it cannot be seen
from the roadway; the structure does not provide a public benefit; the structure is
important on a local level. Mr. Harvey advised that the structure is not a public
benefit and that Mr. Thompson didn’t obtain the required building permit prior to
making improvements. Mr. Shaw said he liked that the easement incentivizes
property owners to maintain historical structures. Mr. Drake expressed support as
the property owner wants to maintain the structure. Mr. Irvine advised that as the
Selectmen are the assessing officials, the value on the barn, for the purposes of this
easement, could reflect its condition as of 4/1/21.  He said that the building permit, if
filed in a timely manner, would have triggered a visit by the assessors for 2021. Mr.
Irvine to have the assessors visit the property

 Tax Collector’s lien redemption.
 Copy of letter to regional associations to submit their 2022 appropriation requests.
 Letter from Bond Bank advising of favorable rates for municipal bonds which

includes refinancing.  Mr. Irvine investigating further to save money on the bond for
the public safety building.

 For an upcoming meeting scheduled, Atlantic Broadband would prefer not to meet in
person relative to the Franchise agreement.  Mr. Irvine said when they do meet with
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Respectfully submitted,
Pamela Vose

the board, he will be able to provide them with feedback provided by New Hampton
residents relative to the problems they’ve had with cable and/or internet service that
ABB provides.

 Mr. Irvine advised that there are still ongoing issues between 2 neighbors on Sky
Pond Road and some outdoor floodlights. Mr. Irvine to provide a letter advising that
the board determined this was not a situation of light trespass, but a civil matter.  The
board agreed to drive by separately and look at the situation.

 There was discussion on the upcoming 2022 budget work sessions. The board agreed
to hold the 1st budget work sessions on 10/4/21 at 6pm, with additional meetings to
be determined at that time.

OTHER BUSINESS Reclaiming of Drake and Sinclair Hill Roads begins 9/13/21.
Mr. Harvey requested an update regarding the driveway permit at 118 Main St. and the
Occupancy permit as there has been activity at the property.
Mr. Drake advised that the Welcome sign at the Veterans Memorial was overgrown and
needed attention.

PUBLIC COMMENT There was none.

ADJOURNMENT: Mr. Harvey made a motion, seconded by Mr. Shaw, to adjourn at 7:54 pm. Vote was
unanimous.


