
TOWN OF NEW HAMPTON
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MEETING MINUTES
TOWN OFFICE

NEW HAMPTON, NH  03256

Thursday, September 17, 2020

MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Mr. Mertz, Mr. Drake and Mr. Shaw were present.

OTHERS
PRESENT:

Town Administrator Mr. Irvine

CALL TO
ORDER:

Mr. Mertz called the meeting of the Board to order at 6:00 p.m. and led the board in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES Mr. Drake made a motion, seconded by Mr. Shaw to approve the minutes of 9/3/20 as
written. Vote was unanimous.

WORK SESSION Manifests, bills, requisitions, purchase orders and leave request forms.

The board approved the following Building Permit(s):
1. Joshua & Tiffany Reynolds - Map R20, Lot 59
2. John Nunes, Map R10, Lot 23

The board approved the following Occupancy Permit(s):
1. Brian Engelsen & Kateri Bean - Map R07 Lot 3B

APPOINTMENTS
6:30 pm
Corey Goodwin
Lisa & Eleanor
Rollins

Mr. and Mrs. Goodwin were present. Mr. Goodwin said he was concerned about the
winter maintenance of his road – Amsden Road, saying it wasn’t always plowed last
winter season. Mrs. Goodwin said New Hampton did plow it some, but other times they
did not.  Mr. Goodwin said as long as he’s lived there New Hampton has plowed the road.
Mr. Mertz advised that a portion of Amsden Road is in New Hampton and the town plows
past the home in New Hampton but finds there is no good turnaround in Ashland as the
road ends at Mr. Goodwin’s driveway/yard.  Mr. Mertz pointed out that the department
must take into account, plowing schedule, number of residences on the road, distance to
town shed, etc. He said Public Works Director Mr. Boucher discussed this issue with
Ashland DPW agreeing that whomever gets to that road first, will be the one to plow it.
Mr. Goodwin said he didn’t understand what Ashland’s DPW has to do with his property
as New Hampton’s portion of Amsden Road ends at his driveway. Mr. Mertz asked if the
road ends and then it’s the Goodwin’s driveway and New Hampton is plowing his
driveway and Mr. Goodwin said this was correct as he owns either side of the roadway.
Mr. Irvine explained that if the Goodwins are not happy with New Hampton’s plow
schedule during inclement weather, and they need access, their point of contact would
then be Ashland as they are residents of Ashland. Mrs. Goodwin said that after they
received the letter there were 4-5 storms where they never saw a New Hampton truck.
She said at those times she noted that nearby Boynton Road was plowed. Mr. Irvine said
he would follow up and Mr. Mertz asked them to call during these times it is noted,
advising them to contact the town office during office hours and then the PD as needed.
Mr. Mertz asked him to ensure there was suitable turnaround area for town trucks.  Mr.
Irvine was asked to speak with the other resident on the road.

7:00 pm
William Krueger

Mr. and Mrs. Krueger were present.  Mr. Krueger said Permitting Assistant Mr. Pollock
contacted him by phone to determine what activity was taking place on the lot. Mr. Irvine
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advised that Mr. Krueger is using a trailer on the lot, which is receiving current use
assessment on the entire lot. Mr. Irvine said when Mr. Krueger requested a driveway
permit the office contacted him, inviting him in to meet with the board to discuss his
intentions for the property.  He plans on beginning the process to construct a new home
and wanted to know what he needs to do going forward.  Mr. Irvine advised he would
need to map the area that is changed. Mr. Krueger said he is still determining the location
for the future homesite. He asked if he could vote and the board advised that he would
have to be a resident. Mr. Krueger said he currently has no permanent address other than
this trailer. Mr. Irvine said he would speak with the Town Clerk to see what the rules
were for claiming residency and would work with Mr. Krueger to develop a map of the
area to come out of current use.

7:15 pm
Darleen Ballou

Ron & Darleen Ballou were present.  Mr. Ballou said his mom and dad had previously
resided in a mobile home on their property and his dad used to pay the taxes for the
structure. With his dad’s passing the town has changed the tax bill to go to him. Mr.
Ballou said the mobile home is now demolished as it was unlivable and a hazard.  He
asked why he was being taxed for it. Mr. Irvine advised that the estate continued to owe
taxes on the property, therefore the estate was liable for the unpaid taxes with the tax bill.
Mr. Ballou said his brother who is the executor of the estate told him to demolish the
mobile home.  Mr. Irvine asked Mr. Ballou to provide the name and address of the
executor of the estate.

7:30 pm
Police Administrator
Mike French

Mr. French was present. He said the department is beginning to look at the 2021 budget.
Though the department intended to budget for 2021, Mr. French suggested the security
system be replaced this year. He has obtained a quote for a new system at $7,183.50 and
as there has been some time without a full-time chief and a police officer vacancy he
anticipates a savings in the 2020 budget of $18,000 in NH Retirement, and $4,000 in
wages. Mr. Mertz confirmed with Mr. French that a new system will make all the existing
issued fobs – obsolete. It was the consensus of the board to replace the system in 2020,
with Mr. French working to obtain 2 additional quotes for 9/24 meeting.

The department currently has one active cell phone used by the Corporal.  All other
officers use their personal cell phones while conducting town business.  Mr. French said
only 2 phones were budgeted in 2020.  Mr. Irvine recalled there being duty phones when
Chief Huckins was chief.  Mr. French suggested going back to use of duty phones, 2 being
necessary in addition to the present ones for the Chief and Sergeant. The board agreed to
purchase of 3 duty phones w/protective covers and increased monthly cost.

DISCUSSION  Snowmobile Club Access – Mr. Irvine advised that there is insurance carried by the
state indemnifying any part of the trail system.  Town counsel advised that a bridge
installed for snowmobile access would not create a liability for the town on a Class VI
nor does the town have any responsibility to maintain the bridge. The board signed the
landowner permission form for snowmobile access.

 Eversource Temporary Access Permit to access a ROW on town land for pole
replacement.  Board signed the permit.

 Email from Dick Hallberg who owns property on Map R4, Lot 6.  He said he is
considering selling the excavation pit, which was in use prior to zoning.  He wanted to
confirm that this use could continue after a sale, requesting a letter stating same.  Mr.
Irvine said the right goes with the land as long as the use is not abandoned according
to statute.  Mr. Irvine to research further and draft a letter to Mr. Hallberg.

 Email from Eileen Kondrad asking to use the public safety building to have yoga as
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they can’t hold it at the Gordon-Nash Library because of COVID.  Chief Drake
advised that 2 times per week would be too much.  There was discussion on this not
being a direct benefit to the town, it being a private organization, and wanting to avoid
setting a precedent which means opening the building to others. It was the consensus
of the board to deny this use and ask them to seek another venue.

 There was discussion on short term rentals and possible enforcement steps that need to
be taken.

 Review of initial funding requests for 2021.
 Board discussed schedule of budget work sessions agreeing to meet 10/14 at 6pm,

with Hwy and Fire Depts and 10/19 at 6pm with Town Clerk/Tax Collector, PD, &
Executive. Work sessions can be determined at a later date.

 fyi – Grant submitted for increased number of ballots needed.
 fyi – Registrations and property taxes YTD
 fyi – Village Precinct water sample report for town office.
 Enforcement letter to Charles & Tammy Tarr asking about possible unpermitted ADU

in basement.  Mr. Tarr contacted office advising there was a kitchen in the basement
and no ADU and understood the need for approvals if one was created.

 NH DES notification of Shoreland Permit Application
 ZBA notice accepting withdrawal of Hodges/Tarryk application.  Anticipate future

application submission with additional information.
 Letter from NANA advising they would not be merging with Pemi Baker Health.
 Thank you letter from Squam Lake Natural Science Center for donation of fire hose.

OTHER
BUSINESS

 Mr. Drake said he was asked if the Garden Club could meet in the Fire Dept training
room to discuss nominations for officers for 2021.  It was the consensus of the board
to allow this.

 Mr. Irvine said the new Police Chief would be sworn in on 9/24 at 6:00 pm, outside at
the Public Safety Building. The regularly scheduled meeting will reconvene at the
town office.

 Mr. Mertz advised that he is on call 9/24 so may not be able to attend.

NON PUBLIC
SESSION

PRESENT

RETURN TO
PUBLIC SESSION

At 8:44 pm Mr. Mertz made a motion, seconded by Mr. Drake, to go into Non-Public
Session, according to RSA 91A:3 II (b) Hiring.
Roll call was taken, Mr. Mertz –Y, Mr. Drake, Mr. Shaw – Y. Vote was unanimous.

Mr. Mertz, Mr. Drake, Mr. Shaw and Mr. Irvine

At 9:02 pm, Mr. Mertz made a motion, seconded by Mr. Shaw, to come out of Non-Public
Session and seal the minutes for 5 years. Vote was unanimous.

PUBLIC
COMMENT

There was none.

ADJOURNMENT: Mr. Mertz made a motion, seconded by Mr. Drake, to adjourn at 9:03 pm. Vote was
unanimous.

Respectfully submitted,
Pamela Vose


