
TOWN OF NEW HAMPTON
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MEETING MINUTES
TOWN OFFICE, NEW HAMPTON, NH  03256

Thursday, September 1, 2022

MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Present were Mr. Drake & Mr. Harvey

OTHERS PRESENT: Town Administrator Mr. Irvine

CALL TO ORDER: Mr. Drake called the meeting of the Board to order at 6:00 p.m. and led the group in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES: Minutes of 8/11/22 & 8/18/22 were held as Mr. Shaw was not present to vote.

WORK SESSION: Manifests, bills, and leave requests reviewed.

Mr. Harvey asked if the Public Works Director has a schedule of items to accomplish
prior to the end of each season and as Mr. Boucher is coming to see Board, Irvine said
this can be discussed. Mr. Irvine said they are beginning roadside mowing.

APPOINTMENT
6:30 pm
Mark Rowell

Mr. Rowell was present.  Mr. Irvine said the reason he has been asked to see the Board
is due to his building permit to construct a heated garage, which required an Occupancy
Permit and inspection by the Fire Dept.  Since the garage is now complete, he was
asked to submit an Occupancy Permit. Mr. Rowell called the office to say he was not
heating the garage and gave the office staff the impression that he was going to move
his business to another town.  Since there was a previous problem with excessive
vehicles in the yard, Mr. Rowell was invited in to meet with the Board.  Relative to the
vehicles in the yard, all are registered with the exception of two. Mr. Rowell was asked
if all the registered vehicles are registered to him, or if he was storing them for people.
Mr. Rowell said they were his, but for financial reasons they are registered to other
people.  When asked how many vehicles were on the property, Mr. Rowell said nine.
Mr. Irvine pointed out that the property gives the impression that there are many
vehicles that come and go, and the appearance is that of an auto repair business. Mr.
Irvine asked if the garage is heated.  Mr. Rowell said it was but he removed it, and his
issue is with completing the appropriate paperwork for the PUC.  Mr. Drake asked if the
garage is connected to the house and Mr. Rowell said it was.  Mr. Drake asked if there
was fire rated separation between the garage and house and Mr. Rowell said no.  Mr.
Drake said it must have fire rated separation for safety purposes.  Mr. Irvine said the
office can help him with the required paperwork, while he discusses what is needed
with the Fire Dept. As Mr. Rowell had said he was renting a room in the house to an
employee, Mr. Drake said there are other life safety issues that need to be addressed.
Mr. Rowell assured the Board he doesn’t work on other people’s vehicles except family
members and asked the Board to stop by anytime.

WORK SESSION:
(cont.)

Manifests, bills, and leave requests reviewed.

The board reviewed and approved the following purchase orders: DPW
(Patching/overlay on Blake Hill, Gordon Hill Roads and on Church Lane/Main St
intersection [due to ponding]). Mr. Irvine reminded the Board that the finish overlay on
last year’s paving projects was short $11,000 for which the Board gave guidance to Mr.
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Boucher to use his 2022 budget as possible, and then seek monies from ARPA. The
Board questioned the need for the repair relative to the ponding. The Board agreed to
meet with Mr. Boucher prior to making any decision on these repairs.

APPOINTMENT
7:00 pm
George Reynolds

Mr. Reynolds was present.  Mr. Reynolds expressed concern with the sidewalks and
crosswalks near the community school.  Mr. Irvine said the crosswalks were scheduled
to be repainted at the same time as the ones in front of NHS, unfortunately the
contractor quit after he had done those and we have been unable to find another vendor
as yet. Mr. Reynolds said that vehicles are also parking on Main Street in such a way to
make the blinking crosswalk sign difficult to see, and difficult for pedestrians to cross
over to the school safely. Chief Tyrrell said he would follow up on the school crossing
light. Mr. Reynolds said when he contacted the Highway Dept they had told him that it
was his responsibility to maintain the sidewalk in front of his house during the winter.
Mr. Harvey said the Town used to plow those sidewalks and didn’t know why that had
stopped.  Mr. Reynolds said he’s also had a problem with a neighbor dumping items,
possibly on state property.  Mr. Irvine said he would follow-up on the dumping issue.
Mr. Irvine to discuss the sidewalk responsibility with town counsel.

7:20 pm
Police Chief Tyrrell

Chief Tyrrell and Sergeant Cremin were present.

Relative to the new cruiser, Chief Tyrrell said OME tried to back out of their quote, due
to increased freight charges, but was able to get the price back to the quote.  He has been
told the cruiser pricing went up due to the large increase in shipping from Canada to TX,
and the person who was willing to deliver the cruiser to NH, cannot do it now. Based
on the vehicle price and the cost to get the vehicle back to NH (shipping costs
unanticipated as the plan had been to purchase locally, which couldn’t be done), Chief
Tyrrell said he has trimmed a few items in the equipment package as some items appear
they can be transferred from the retiring vehicle and some items are desired, but not
required to get it into service.  This puts the overall cost at or below the warrant article
amount of $43,932. Chief Tyrrell said the additional items he had planned for
equipment (ie. push bar, interior modifications and graphics @$1,186) can come from
other budget lines, which he reviewed, if the Board agrees. Chief Tyrrell provided an
invoice for the cruiser and Mr. Irvine said he would get a check for payment.

Chief Tyrrell reviewed information on the use of body cameras in the department, as
there had been previous discussion by the Board on applying for a grant to purchase
these cameras. He said the grant must be funded for next year as it is a 50/50 grant with
the deadline for submission being 9/7, and the price quoted is $27,566.90.  This would
require payment up front with 50% of the current, quoted price being reimbursed by the
grant if awarded. As the quote the grant will be based on is only good for 30 days,
anticipated price increases would mean the cost to taxpayers could be higher. Chief
Tyrrell said the Town would be required to maintain this program for 5 years minimum
which is the life expectancy for the cameras.  He advised of additional annual costs for
their use: prosecutor’s review of camera footage; all footage must be downloaded and
documented at the end of shifts; processing of video requests after which redaction
video software is applied before release. He said the initial cost will cover data storage,
but once that ends there are annual costs to maintain the storage, some of which must be
held forever. There is no grant money anticipated for future replacement, only for the
initial purchase of the cameras. Chief Tyrrell said there is no current legislation
mandating use of the body cameras in NH at the town level, but that if it did become a
requirement, funding would be available then. He said if the Town applies for the grant
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and is awarded, it does not require the Town to accept the money. Mr. Harvey asked
how many cases go to court because there is no video available.  Sergeant Cremin said
he has worked for departments with, and without cameras, and found no obvious
difference in the outcomes of cases tried. Chief Tyrrell pointed out the various
disadvantages to having an officer wear a body camera and has never encountered a
time when having a camera would have made any difference in the outcome of
stop/arrest.  There are also issues with the cameras once an officer is off duty. Mr.
Harvey asked the Chief to provide documentation on the benefits to body cameras. Mr.
Drake made a motion, seconded by Mr. Harvey to have Chief Tyrrell apply for the Body
Worn and Dashboard Camera Fund Grant for RSA 105-D-3.  Vote was unanimous.

Chief Tyrrell said he has learned of many possible PD grants, which typically follow the
federal budget cycle with 10/1 application dates.  These funds are typically expected to
be readily available and are non-lapsing. He said he wanted to fund his budget so the
money is readily available for these grant possibilities and after speaking with Finance
Office Ms. Duggan he learned that a trust fund, set up with an appropriation through a
warrant article, is the best way to handle this.  If a grant is awarded the money is then
available and the grant reimbursement can go back to the trust fund. Chief Tyrrell
reviewed some items he would like to purchase next year through these types of grants.

He said he’d like to apply for 3 new radars as the current units are past supported life, at
$8,124 (installation not included), through a 75/25% reimbursement grant, which the
department is already prequalified for. There was discussion of using the Town
Equipment Repair/Replace Expendable Trust Funds, with the total cost after
reimbursement at $2,031, with money in the 2022 budget for installation costs.  It was
the consensus of the Board that as the radars are not currently failing this trust fund
could not be used. There was discussion on the purchase of the radars using ARPA
monies. Due to the savings to the Town, Mr. Drake made a motion, seconded by Mr.
Harvey to authorize Chief Tyrrell to apply for this grant for the purchase of 3 radars
using ARPA monies.  Vote was unanimous.

WORK SESSION:
(cont.)

The board reviewed and approved the following Building Permits:
1. Benedict & Ann Rampulla; Map R20, Lot 55
2. Franckhauser 2011 Trust; Map U16, Lot 26
3. James & Aubrey Engle; Map R6, Lot 61
4. Michael & Christine Carlino, Map U8, Lot 14.  The Board agreed that building

replaces a pre-existing, non-conforming garage (to a side property line setback),
that was damaged by a tree, and will become less non-conforming with the new
construction.

The board reviewed and approved the following Occupancy Permit:
1. New Hampton School; Map U3, Lot 14

The board reviewed and approved the following Septic Designs:
1. Clarke & Julia Cooper; Map R3, Lot 30
2. Justin & Kirby Corliss, Map R6, Lot 34B

DISCUSSION:  Request from property owner to continue payment agreement, as they just
completed payment of 2017 taxes due and want to continue the agreement. The
Board signed the agreement.

 Board signed Letters of Appreciation for Fire Dept personnel who have left the
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roster – Jay Lena, Eric Potter.  Mr. Harvey did not sign the letter for Mr. marsh
indicating he wanted to research this some more.

 The Chairman Drake signed State Register of Historic Place listing for the Town
House. Mr. Irvine advised that documentation had previously been submitted to be
on the National list, but not the State list.

 Board reviewed assessor’s recommendations on Land Use Change Tax for the
following properties:
 Cassie Guyotte/Michael & Brandy Sharp; Map R12, Lot 28C
 Michael & Brandy Sharp; Map R12, Lot 28
 Marcroft Rev Trust; Map R4, Lot 21A
Mr. Drake made a motion, seconded by Mr. Harvey to accept the assessments.  Vote
was unanimous.

OPEN ITEMS: o Town House – no update.
o Generators – Mr. Irvine said he has requested an extension from Homeland Security

for the performance period due to the increase in scope of work.
o Brook Road bridge – no update
o Fees – no update
o Utility abatement – Mr. Irvine advised a settlement is almost complete.
o Veterans Memorial – Flag pole going up; grass to be planted; dedication to be

planned for Veterans Day, 11/11; funding for 3 granite benches received.
o Landfill (closure) – no update
o 911#s – no update
o NHS PILOT – no update
o Perambulation – no update
o Bean Hole structure – no update
o Fire Officers/Roster – no update
o Grants – no update
o SAU 4 Study – documents forwarded to Board from Mr. LaRoche, who will be

coming to future meeting to discuss.
o Tax Deeded Land – no update
o Dana Hill Road parcel as shown on tax map – no update
o Comstar – no update
o Drake Road – no update
o Breezeline – no update
o Public Safety Building well – no update

DISCUSSION:
(cont.)

 Resignations – vote to accept
 Mike McLaughlin
 Jessica Potter

 Mr. Drake made a motion, seconded by Mr. Harvey to accept the resignation from
FD members Mr. McLaughlin and to consider lack of response from Mrs. Potter to
either the Fire Chief or Town Administrator, as reason to terminate her membership
on the roster.  Vote was unanimous.

 fyi – Tax Collector’s Lien Redemptions
 fyi – Locality Grant money received
 fyi – Copy of enforcement letters to property owners listing their property as a

short-term rental:
 Jennifer & Kenneth Proulx, Map U9, Lot 8A5
 Maurice Guyotte, Map R9, Lot 2 – creation of campsite also.

 fyi – Invitation to Grave Marking for Revolutionary War veteran in Magoon
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Respectfully submitted,
Pamela Vose

Cemetery, 10/22/22 at 11:00 am.

New Business after Agenda was Posted
 Heritage Commission – Selectman rep needed to get commission going again; taken

under advisement.
 The board reviewed and approved the following Septic Design:

1. Garth & Andrea Woolsey; Map R1, Lot 27D; original building permit to be
amended as what was going to be a garage and breezeway, is now adding
bedrooms.

 fyi – BMSI transition communication advising the town they are switching to cloud
based system and an increase in the annual cost.

 fyi – Eversource E115 line rebuild update.
 fyi – NHDES Wetlands Permit Application (Dredge & Fill) for Justin and Kirby

Corliss.

OTHER BUSINESS: There was none.

PUBLIC COMMENT: There was none.

ADJOURNMENT: Mr. Drake made a motion, seconded by Mr. Harvey to adjourn at 10:15 pm. Vote was
unanimous.


