
TOWN OF NEW HAMPTON
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MEETING MINUTES
TOWN OFFICE, NEW HAMPTON, NH  03256

Thursday, August 5, 2021

MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Mr. Drake, Mr. Shaw, and Mr. Harvey were present.

OTHERS
PRESENT:

Town Administrator Mr. Irvine

CALL TO ORDER: Mr. Drake called the meeting of the Board to order at 6:00 p.m. and led the group in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES There were none.

WORK SESSION Manifests, bills, requisitions, purchase orders and leave request forms.

The board approved the following Building Permit(s):
1. James Haverty – Map R17, Lot 13B

The board approved the following Septic Design(s):
1. Maurice Guyotte – Map R17, Lot 32

OPEN ITEMS o Town House – see opening of RFP’s.
o Generators – quotes being obtained.
o Personnel Policy – waiting to hear back from town counsel on draft policy.
o Telephone system in Town Office – new system in place & functioning well.
o Fees – no update
o Utility abatement – no update
o Brook Road Bridge – no update
o Veterans Memorial – granite posts and brass plaque in production; possibile

dedication on Veteran’s Day.
o Landfill – Modification document to be reviewed tonight.
o Radio inventory/plan – no update
o Kenworth repairs – done and in service.
o 911#s – Mr. Irvine advised he reviewed the quantity of addressed properties

(1300+) and calculated an estimated cost to switch to red, double-sided plates at
more than $10,000. Further discussion needed as this price is for the signs only.

APPOINTMENTS
6:00 pm
Atty Brendan
O’Donnell

DTC Lawyer Mr. O’Donnell was present to review Atlantic Broadband’s proposed
franchise agreement. Relative to resident complaints, Atty O’Donnell explained the
only recourse the towns have is when an obligation stated in the agreement isn’t met and
representative would then meet with Selectmen.  Mr. Irvine asked if the town could
obtain logs of complaints, service issues, etc. on a quarterly basis, to ensure standards of
service are being met. Atty O’Donnell said the proposed agreement states those logs
would be provided annually and Mr. Irvine said they would prefer to get it quarterly and
for the life of the agreement and would like to see the outage reports as well. Atty
O’Donnell said phone complaints are not logged. The Selectmen said they would prefer
to see competition with other services due to the problems residents have seen with this
service. Atty O’Donnell said that federal requirements state callers to ABB should
reach a live person 90% of the time - within 30 seconds, during normal business hours.
He suggested subscribers write to ABB to advise them of how often they’re calling, and
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their wait time. The board asked for a much better map of the build-out. Atty
O’Donnell recommended the board discuss concerns with reps from ABB and to get
residents to write issues they’ve been having with the provider for documentation
purposes.

6:30 pm
Jacob Green

Mr. Green was present to discuss his interest in serving on the Conservation
Commission.  He reviewed the volunteer work he has done related to local conservation
and is studying Conservation Biology as his major. Mr. Irvine asked if he could attend
meetings and Mr. Green said he can except during the school months, as he will be
away for his upcoming senior year.  He would be available via Zoom if the commission
is agreeable. Mr. Irvine said state statute would allow Mr. Green to attend remotely as
long as there is a physical quorum, and this could change due to the ongoing situation
with the pandemic. The board suggested Mr. Green attend the Commission’s meeting
on 8/9 to discuss his commitments with them, and they would table any action until they
heard from the Commission Chair.

6:45 pm
Linden Drake

Mr. Irvine advised that Mr. Drake has rescheduled to 8/19.

PUBLIC HEARING
7:00 pm
RSA 31:95-b III(9a)
Unanticipated revenue
in excess of $10,000

Mr. Drake opened the public hearing and advised that the Board of Selectmen were
holding the hearing in accordance with RSA 31:95-b III (a) to take action on receipt of
$232,515.72 being the town’s allocation of Local Fiscal Recovery Funds from the
American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 which would authorize the Board of Selectmen to
accept and expend with no further action by the town the unanticipated monies
distributed by the Federal Government through the State of New Hampshire for
municipal aid.  The town will receive the monies in two equal payments of $116,257.86,
one in 2021 and the second during the summer of 2022.  The monies will have to be
used by December 31, 2024. Mr. Drake indicated that while we had the interim
guidance on the permitted uses for ARPA monies it may be prudent to wait on the final
guidance as we saw with GOFERR how the guidance changed frequently and there is
plenty of time to find uses that have the best long-term return for the Town.

No members of the public were present.

Mr. Irvine recommended accepting these monies, and tabling a decision on how it will
be spent until the US Treasury releases final guidance.

Mr. Drake closed the public hearing at 7:12 pm.

Mr. Drake made a motion, seconded by Mr. Harvey to accept the unanticipated
revenues in the amount of $232,515.72 from the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021.
Vote was unanimous.

Opening of RFP’s
Town House repairs

Mr. Drake opened one RFP from Stan Graton.  Proposal recommended improvements to
historical Town House for a cost of $248,000.

Mr. Irvine pointed out that the building is on the National Registry of Historic Places
and will be eligible for grants. Mr. Drake advised that Dave Katz said he was willing to
work on grant applications. The board took this under advisement and agreed to have
Mr. Katz investigate grant opportunities.
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Respectfully submitted,
Pamela Vose

DISCUSSION  Board sign Current Use Application from Michael & Eileen Carignan, Tax Map R6,
Lot 2 to add additional acreage into current use.

 Board signed Intent to Cut for Diogo Valente, Map R2, Lot 6.
 Board signed NHDRA Form PA-16 – Reimbursement Application on Federal Forest

lands.
 Landfill modification application for decommissioning the gas extraction system;

Mr. Drake made a motion, seconded by Mr. Shaw to appoint Town Administrator
Neil Irvine to sign the application after GZA has completed the application.  Vote
was unanimous.

 Abutter Notice from Center Harbor – construction within Prime Wetlands buffer.
Board agreed to decline comment.

 NHDRA MS-434 Estimated Revenues; board reviewed numbers and advised Mr.
Irvine to submit to DRA.

 Equalization Ratio preliminary study reflecting large increase in sale prices vs
assessed values.

 fyi – Planning Board approval for Eversource tree trimming on scenic roads –
Pinnacle Hill & Ridge roads.

 fyi - Water Quality Report for Hwy Dept
 fyi - Auto Registrations YTD
 fyi – Boiler Inspection certificates obtained
 fyi - New Hampton School clearing lot at Map U3, Lot 13. Mr. Irvine advised that

they also purchased condo building at corner of Main St and Shingle Camp.  Board
expressed concern with ongoing purchase of properties and removing them from
taxation agreeing to invite them in to discuss further on 9/9.

 fyi – NHDOT memo; re - Highway Block Grant monies FY2022
 fyi – NHDOT memo; re - survey activity for removal of Smith Crossing Bridge
 fyi – Atlantic Broadband rate changes

OTHER BUSINESS Mr. Irvine advised the Highway Dept has found additional water on Sinclair Hills Road
which needed additional underdrains.
Complaint from resident on Straits Road saying the road sign was missing, when one
had been ordered in the last month.  It was discovered that it was in place.
Old Home Day posters provided to board so they could post them.
It was noted that with the amount of rain the area had gotten all the roads/culverts
handled it well.

PUBLIC
COMMENT

There was none.

ADJOURNMENT: Mr. Harvey made a motion, seconded by Mr. Shaw, to adjourn at 8:26 pm. Vote was
unanimous.


