
TOWN OF NEW HAMPTON
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MEETING MINUTES
TOWN OFFICE, NEW HAMPTON, NH  03256

Thursday, August 19, 2021

MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Mr. Drake, Mr. Shaw, and Mr. Harvey were present.

OTHERS PRESENT: Town Administrator Mr. Irvine

CALL TO ORDER: Mr. Drake called the meeting of the Board to order at 6:00 p.m. and led the group in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES Mr. Harvey made a motion, seconded by Mr. Shaw to approve the minutes of 7/22/21
and 8/5/21 as written.

WORK SESSION Manifests, bills, requisitions, purchase orders and leave request forms.

The board approved the following Occupancy Permit(s):
1. Brian Engelson & Kateri Bean – Map R7, Lot 3B
2. James & Nieves Greene – Map R19, Lot 22

OPEN ITEMS o Town House – remains under advisement.
o Generators – 2 quotes provided with no luck getting a 3rd quote in a timely manner;

Rymes to visit and provide quote to relay tank and line. Board asked Mr. Irvine to
investigate lead times for the 2 quotes provided.

o Personnel Policy – town counsel has provided some feedback on draft policy.
o Fees – no update
o Utility abatement – no update; Mr. Shaw investigating.
o Brook Road Bridge – no update
o Veterans Memorial – granite posts and brass plaque in production; possible

dedication on Veteran’s Day.
o Landfill – Mr. Irvine to review and sign the Modification document that was

received today.
o Radio inventory/plan – no update
o 911#s – Approximate costs for plates were provided; poles & brackets require

costing prior to board making a determination.

Mr. Drake asked that AFG Grant status be added to open item list.

APPOINTMENTS
6:00 pm
Fire Chief Kevin Lang

 Chief Lang was present and advised the HTP boiler at the station has failed and
presented 3 quotes (3 different brands), for its replacement, recommending the
Lochinvar, which NHS has been satisfied with. He advised that the existing boiler
has been problematic for years with numerous repairs, was a low-cost unit when
installed, and has very poor ratings. Relative to the cost there was discussion on
using the ARPA monies, the Town Building Maintenance Expendable Trust, or from
departmental budget. After discussion the board agreed to accept the quote for the
Lochinvar, with the expenditure to be determined.

 New hire Deana Ford wants to take EMT training and has been very active in
responses.  Costs have gone up to $1,700, previously budgeted for $1,300, with that
budget line almost zero. The board agreed to the training.

 Mr. Drake advised that several members in the department have not been responding
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as required.
 Letter from person interested in joining department that has several mechanical

certifications that may be helpful.

6:45 pm
Linden Drake

Mr. “Lindy” Drake was present who said he’s done some cleaning up of the front yard,
the vehicles are registered, and he’s having repair work done on the roof, with
improvements ongoing. He said he was going to salvage some of the barn, removing
what is rotted.  The board asked Mr. Drake to return on 10/21/21 at 6:45 pm.

PUBLIC HEARING
7:00 pm
RSA 79-D, Discretionary
Preservation Easement

Ernest and Kerri Thompson, and Ruth Gulick, Historical Society President, were
present. Mr. Drake opened the public hearing and advised that the Board of Selectmen
were holding the hearing on the request by Richard Thompson for the town to accept a
Discretionary Preservation Easement, in accordance with RSA 79-D, for the agricultural
structure located at 723 Straits Road, Tax Map R6, Lot 8.

Mr. Thompson showed a video of the 62’ x 42’ barn they are looking to preserve. Mr.
Thompson advised it was said to be built in the 1770’s and the barn was raised to
improve the foundation with additional work to preserve the structure. He said actor’s
workshops are held in the barn, as are other events, and provided testimony from some
residents who praised the structure. Mrs. Gulick expressed her support in preserving
this barn.

Mr. Harvey advised he would like to see the barn in person and Mr. Thompson invited
him to stop by.

Mr. Drake closed the public hearing at 7:28 pm.

The board decided to continue this discussion until Mr. Harvey visits the property after
which time, they would discuss the demonstrated public benefit to determine whether to
award this easement and if approved, for what percentage reduction in assessed value.

DISCUSSION  Board signed Form MS-535.
 Board signed Intent to Cut for Ellen Hoyt Rev Trust, Map R1, Lot 5.
 Board signed 2022 Contract for PD Prosecutor. Board agreed to discuss the

prosecutor’s effectiveness when they meet with the Police Chief next.
 Mr. Irvine recommended an abatement for Donna & Russell Doldt, Map/Lot U09-

005-183 for tax years 2020 and 1st issue 2021 tax bill as they have provided proof of
valid registration during those periods.  It was noted that there was no request for
abatement for the 2020 taxes until now.  The board agreed to abate both years.  Mr.
Irvine to have the Tax Collector process and determine amount.

 Tax Collector’s list of properties faced with tax deeding for the board to review and
make a determination on. Tax Collector recommends that campers go to small
claims court, keep payment plans in place on the ones that have them, and to send
letters to remaining owners to encourage payment plan. Board agreed to tax
collector’s recommendations.

 Transfer of Town owned land, R18, Lot 32 at .55 acres; Mr. Irvine advised that in a
1994 town warrant the town approved an article that allowed the Selectmen to
dispose of tax deeded properties by auction, sealed bid, or as justice requires. Mr.
Irvine advised that this lot is a ½ acre, substandard parcel, that can be swapped with
an abutter’s ½ acre further up Amsden Road.  This would allow a location where the
town can access a turnaround at the Ashland Town Line. The abutter is agreeable.
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Respectfully submitted,
Pamela Vose

Mr. Shaw made a motion, seconded by Mr. Harvey to enter into this transaction.
Vote was unanimous.

 Letter from resident that requests “Don’t Litter” signs be erected at the Conservation
Land on Coolidge Woods Rd.  Mr. Irvine advised that this portion of the road is a
right to pass in the flood zone with it state owned.  The board agreed this could be
done in several other locations in town.  Mr. Irvine to include Conservation
Commission in this discussion.

 fyi – PD Radio reprogramming Grant Reimbursement received
 fyi – HealthTrust Return of Surplus notice in the amount of approximately $21,000.

Money likely being received in November.
 fyi – Precinct Water Notice, July 2021
 fyi – Shoreland Permit Application, Adventure Bound Campground
 fyi – New Hampton School, meeting scheduled with Selectmen on 9/9/21 to discuss

ongoing acquisition of properties, the impact on the tax base, and their future plans.
 fyi – MMA Conference; Mr. Irvine will be out 9/15 – 9/17 to attend.
 2022 Budget – schedule meeting with Dept Heads for 9/2/21. Mr. Drake advised he

would like to see department get information on wages from other municipalities.

OTHER BUSINESS Mr. Irvine said Old Home Day was well attended, noting that more space is needed as
the vegetation is closing in, suggesting that some pines be taken on the eastern side;
some trees be removed around the historic Grange site; the rear of the Town House,
then level, loam & seed to create additional space. The board agreed to this
improvement.

PUBLIC COMMENT There was none.

ADJOURNMENT: Mr. Shaw made a motion, seconded by Mr. Harvey, to adjourn at 9:23 pm. Vote was
unanimous.


