
TOWN OF NEW HAMPTON
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MEETING MINUTES
TOWN OFFICE, NEW HAMPTON, NH  03256

Thursday, August 18, 2022

MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Present were Mr. Drake & Mr. Shaw

OTHERS PRESENT: Town Administrator Mr. Irvine, Mitchell Municipal Group Attorneys Walter Mitchell
& Joe Driscoll, Bill & Sheila Guinther, and Paul Rossi.

CALL TO ORDER: Mr. Drake called the meeting of the Board to order at 6:00 p.m. and led the group in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES: Minutes of 8/11/22 were held as Mr. Harvey was not present to vote.

APPOINTMENTS:
6:00 pm
Bill Guinther

Mr. Guinther said the minutes of 5/19 surprised them as the statements made by Mr.
Rossi about ongoing harassment are untrue.  Mrs. Guinther said the flood light from Mr.
Rossi’s house projects into their bedroom skylight, lighting up the ceiling of the room.
She said one of the times their house was visited by Mr. Harvey, he made note of how
bright the Rossi floodlight was.  Mrs. Guinther said Mr. Rossi did adjust the light back
down, after that visit, but since that time it was redirected.  Mr. Guinther said his house
is 30 feet higher than Mr. Rossi’s and the issue is reflected light and with the correct
type of floodlight this problem may be alleviated. Mr. Drake said the Board has had
ongoing discussion with them, and Mr. Rossi, about ensuring compliance. Mr. Shaw
said when he listens to this issue, he realizes he is hearing one side of the story and did
not want the Guinthers or Mr. Rossi, to think the Board was biased in one way or the
other, on these complaints. Mr. Irvine said all the Selectmen can do is enforce the
ordinance and the light was brought into compliance once Mr. Rossi was advised of the
problem. Mr. Irvine said this is a problem between neighbors.  There was discussion,
back and forth, on what the various photos each resident took, were actually showing.
Mr. Shaw advised the Board could periodically go by the residences, which the
Guinthers welcomed. The Guinthers, then Mr. Rossi - left the meeting.

NON-PUBLIC
SESSION

RETURN TO PUBLIC
SESSION

At 6:34 pm Mr. Drake made a motion, seconded by Mr. Shaw, to go into Non-Public
Session, according to RSA 91A:3 II (l) Legal Counsel.
Roll call was taken, Mr. Drake – Y, & Mr. Shaw – Y. Vote was unanimous.

At 6:46 pm, Mr. Drake made a motion, seconded by Mr. Shaw, to come out of Non-
Public Session and seal the minutes until litigation is complete. Vote passed. Attorneys
Mitchell and Driscoll left the meeting.

6:30 pm
Sean Kavanagh

Mr. Kavanagh was present who is running for State Representative (Belknap 1). He
reviewed his background and his goal to work for his constituents and thinks of himself
as a moderate. Mr. Kavanagh asked what everyone present felt was pressing for the
Town and Mr. Irvine said he’s concerned with unfunded mandates, municipal state aid
& contributions to NHRS, with formula adjustments that were to the state’s advantage,
not the towns which puts the burden on the taxpayer. Mr. Shaw expressed concerns
with legislation that exempts portions of private schools from paying property tax on
certain categories of use; ie. dormitories, cafeterias and faculty housing. He said they
purchase existing homes and turn them into non-taxable properties, with children of the
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faculty going into the school system and the cost of that education being paid for by the
other taxpayers in town. Mr. Shaw said the reason for this original legislation has likely
gone away with private schools in the State being in a much better financial position
now. Mr. Kavanagh asked about the town’s strengths, weaknesses & opportunities.
Strengths - the town’s location. Weaknesses - lack of municipal water and sewer
especially through the commercial area of town, lack of high-speed fiber optic or
reliable broadband especially with so many people working from home who need
dependable service, and the ongoing drug problem. Opportunities - the access to lakes
and mountain; New Hampton’s commercial and light industrial districts with close
access to Interstate 93. Ongoing concerns: Constantly increasing costs with education
as that it the biggest portion of the town tax rate.

WORK SESSION: Manifests, bills, and leave requests reviewed.

The board reviewed and approved the following purchase orders: DPW & FD (Tree
removal - each dept needed tree removal [DPW – hazard tree on Dana Hill Rd] FD –
[trees in fire pond access road being created] so these were combined), DPW (gravel).
Mr. Drake advised additional tree removal services need to be contacted and if there is
no response, that can be documented. He also asked for more preventative tree
removal.

OPEN ITEMS: o Town House – no update.
o Generators – See “Discussion”
o Brook Road bridge – no update
o Fees – no update
o Utility abatement – Under Non-Public
o Veterans Memorial – See “other business”
o Landfill (closure) – no update
o 911#s – no update
o NHS PILOT – Mr. Irvine said he met with Headmaster Joe Williams who had met

with NHS Board of Directors, who gave him authority to hire a consultant to
perform an economic impact study to see what NHS provides to the New Hampton
economy.

o Perambulation – no update
o Bean Hole structure – no update
o Fire Officers/Roster – no update
o Grants – no update
o SAU 4 Study – no update
o Tax Deeded Land – See “Discussion”
o Dana Hill Road parcel as shown on tax map – no update
o Comstar – no update
o Drake Road – no update
o Breezeline – no update
o Public Safety Building well – Mr. Irvine said they’ve been trying to get well

companies to provide estimates to drill a well.

DISCUSSION:  Board approved a request to transfer PTO hours from one employee to another.
 MS 434 Revised Revenues – increase from the forecast during last year’s budget

preparations.
 Board agreed to enter into Primex Property & Liability and Workers Compensation

Contribution Assurance program, which would lock in increases to no more than
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10% on P&L and 9% WC.
 Farmers Market Lease amendment – Mr. Irvine presented an amendment for the

Farmers Market Lease which would allow & limit the sampling of alcohol per RSA
179, II & IIa, while maintaining the prohibition of consumption. Mr. Drake advised
that a distillery at the Farmers Market on Old Home Day was selling shots, which is
not in accordance with what the town permitted.  Mr. Drake expressed concern with
people also purchasing alcohol then taking it to their vehicle and consuming it. The
Board decided not to amend the Lease. Mr. Drake also expressed concern with a
large dead pine that should be removed as it is near the market and OHD festivities.

 Relative to the additional $11,708 needed to finish the final topcoat for the paving
done last year, the board agreed to have Public Works Director Mr. Boucher direct
GMI Asphalt to complete the top coat with the monies coming from the Public
Works Dept budget, and if there wasn’t enough to cover the cost, Mr. Boucher is to
come speak to the Selectmen. Mr. Drake said the roadside mowing is still needed
for 2022.

 Discussion on proposed retaining wall (at approx. $12,000) behind the Town Office
to accommodate placement of the generator near the propane, while allowing for
plowing of that area during winter months.  Mr. Irvine advised the materials would
be delivered to the site, then the Highway Dept would build the wall.  Mr. Drake
said he thinks there may not be much room once this is done to allow for plowing in
manner it was done before. As long as the Hwy Dept can construct the wall the
Board agreed to move forward with this to utilize ARPA monies.
 Mr. Drake advised that the retention pond at the Fire Dept needs to be cut, along

with brush near the PD secured storage area.
 Board discussed tax deeded properties that the town is holding, the corresponding

taxes owed, interest/penalties, assessed value, etc. Taken under advisement.
 Review of open Purchase Order balances.
 Letter from NHDOT; re: SB 401 Block Grant confirmation
 fyi – Town Clerk memo; re: upcoming Primary Election
 fyi – NH Secretary of State memo; re: Election Law Changes
 fyi – Save the Date; Firefighter Standards Training Committee of Awards ceremony

New Business after Agenda was Posted
 Mr. Irvine advised that Forester Shaun Lagueux will longer be providing the service

of determining timber harvest matrix (rating) sheets. The office received feedback
from a forester who may provide this service.  The Board asked that the town obtain
references/resume.

 Relative to the siltation coming from the property where Paul Vrusho has expanded
his nursery, Mr. Irvine said Mr. Vrusho performed some remediation and photos
were sent to NHDES for comment.  The board reviewed a copy of a letter from
NHDES to Mr. Vrusho which advised that the siltation fencing was not buried in the
ground 6” as required.

 Relative to lack of incidence response from some Fire Dept members, Mr. Drake
made a motion, seconded by Mr. Shaw to accept the resignations from FD members
Mr. Potter and Mr. Lena and to consider lack of response from Mr. Marsh to either
the Fire Chief or Town Administrator, as reason to terminate his membership on the
roster.  Vote was unanimous.

 Newfound SAU Study Committee Agenda. Mr. Shaw asked Mr. Irvine to obtain a
copy of what New Hampton’s representative Ben Laroche, would be providing to
the committee.
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Respectfully submitted,
Pamela Vose

OTHER BUSINESS:  Mr. Irvine advised that Mr. Boucher would have attended tonight’s meeting but was
unable, so Mr. Irvine reviewed the department’s progress:
 Winona Heights paving is complete;
 Monuments now in place at new Veteran’s Park; wall that will hold the plaque

is nearly finished;
 All dirt roads are graded;
 Excavator is now in service after a hydraulic pump failure was identified as the

problem so roadside mowing to begin next week.
 Mr. Drake said he learned that there was the ability for the PD to get body cameras,

paid for through a grant, and that even though the Police Chief may not agree with
their use, this would have been an opportunity to get them paid for. He said their
use is also for the department’s safety and Mr. Shaw agreed as these cameras may
be a requirement in the future at a cost to the taxpayers.

 There was discussion on when to begin budget work sessions and the Board agreed
to begin those discussion in October and that weekly Selectmen’s meeting would
begin Sept. 1st.

PUBLIC COMMENT: There was none.

ADJOURNMENT: Mr. Drake made a motion, seconded by Mr. Shaw to adjourn at 9:07 pm. Vote was
unanimous.


