
TOWN OF NEW HAMPTON
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MEETING MINUTES
TOWN OFFICE

NEW HAMPTON, NH  03256

Thursday, July 30, 2020

MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Mr. Mertz, Mr. Drake, and Mr. Shaw were present.

OTHERS
PRESENT:

Town Administrator Mr. Irvine

CALL TO
ORDER:

Mr. Mertz called the meeting of the Board to order at 6:00 p.m. and led the board in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

WORK SESSION Manifests, bills, requisitions, purchase orders and leave request forms.

Board signed the following purchase order(s) Hwy Dept (cost of tree removal on Carter
Mountain Road).

The board approved the following Building Permit application(s):
1. David & Ruth Pilling, Map R11, Lot 17.29

The board approved the following Occupancy Permit(s):
1. New Hampton School, Map U3, Lot 12

The board reviewed the following septic design:
1. William Hodges & Anne Tarryk, Tax Map U10, Lot 11; HELD as it doesn’t meet

the 20’ side setback and will require an application to the ZBA for a Special
Exception.

APPOINTMENTS
6:30 pm
Timothy Doyle

Timothy Doyle and Sandreley Henderson were present.  Mr. Doyle advised that he would
be going to the next school board meeting.  He expressed frustration with the New
Hampton School being open as usual but not the Newfound Area School District and that
kids will suffer if they don’t go to school and taxpayers shouldn’t have to contribute for a
school system that is not open to students for a full week.  Mr. Mertz advised that the
district is following recommended CDC guidelines. Mr. Irvine advised he sent an email to
the district office advising them of the discussions with Mr. Doyle.

DISCUSSION  Mr. Mertz recused himself from signing the appointment for Karon Mertz, as
Treasurer.  Mr. Drake and Mr. Shaw signed the appointment.

 Board reviewed a Performance Appraisal for Town Administrator Neil Irvine.  Mr.
Mertz made a motion, seconded by Mr. Drake to approve a Payroll Change Form per
the employment agreement dated 4/6/20, effective 7/13/20 as the probationary period
is complete. Vote was unanimous.

 Relative to the appeal of timber tax from Wayne & Jean Roswell, Mr. Irvine presented
a recommendation to deny the appeal, which the board reviewed.  He advised that the
forester saw no reason to change the rating of the logging operation based on the
volumes in the Intent vs the Report of Cut. Mr. Mertz made a motion, seconded by
Mr. Drake to deny the appeal and that Mr. Irvine draft a letter stating such, by the
Selectmen.

 Mr. Irvine advised that the Hwy repairs and construction budget has now been spent,
but there are several road patching jobs Public Works Director Mr. Boucher would
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like to complete at approximately $4,500-$5,000.  This money is available in the
equipment rental line as the dept. would not be renting the rubber-tired excavator for
ditching or performing roadside mowing in 2020. There was discussion on the
schedule for ditching and mowing and what roadway complaints were more prevalent
from residents.  Mr. Irvine advised that the ditching and mowing will need to be done
by contractors as the increased monies for road improvements is taking more time by
dept. personnel.

 There was discussion on cost to install a dry hydrant for the newly named Emergency
Lane. Fire chief Drake said the cost is approximately $8,000 and he and Public
Works Director Mr. Boucher discussed withdrawing some monies from the dry
hydrant trust fund with the Hwy Dept making up the difference. There was discussion
on removing the abutments that remain along the Pemi inlet and Mr. Irvine said he is
awaiting guidance from NHDES.

 NANA is merging with Pemi Baker Health Mr. Irvine advised that in 2021 the
organization will be new but will remain doing business as they were previous, but in
2022 they will submit a new petition for funding, to the town.

 Chief Drake advised that he received notification that the town was awarded a FD
AFG Grant for rescue tools that were in the 2018 Warrant as Article 11 which was
helped by the grant writer the town has contracted with.  An RFP will now be drafted.

 Letter from NHDOT advising of slope failure at Winona Rd & Ames Brook and will
perform a stabilization and have asked for input from the town on the location.

 Compliments received for Officer’s Kuc & Michalski.

PUBLIC
COMMENT

There was none.

OTHER
BUSINESS

 Mr. Irvine advised that he is waiting for Stan Graton to schedule work on the Town
House.

 Mr. Irvine said that monies were appropriated money for the bean hole so he will
work on a list of materials needed.  If the money is not spent it will require going back
to the voters to request the money again.  Mr. Irvine said Billy Huckins had previously
said he would provide the timbers and will look into it further. The board agreed to
wait until 2021 for these improvements, going back to the voters for a request for
appropriations.

 Chief Drake said the ambulance is on Municibid with bids going up.  Equipment is
being removed from the outgoing command vehicle with the new vehicle going for
installation of equipment. The board agreed to offer the old vehicle on Municibid.
Mr. Irvine advised that the outgoing police cruiser is going up on Municibid.

 Chief Drake submitted a list of items from the Fire Station he would like to dispose of.
There was discussion on creating a product from the oxygen cylinders that the
association could sell.  Chief Drake to investigate further. Mr. Mertz made a motion,
seconded by Mr. Shaw to offer the pumps and generators on Municibid.  Vote was
unanimous.

 Chief Drake provided a COVID update for New Hampton.
 FYI - PPE for election workers to be delivered on 8/13/20.
 Mr. Mertz expressed concern for the remaining areas of town where Metrocast

Cablevision have not supplied cable and there is the issue of working remotely
highlighted by the pandemic.

 Relative to status of Sharp’s access, Mr. Irvine said NHDOT did not want to get
involved.  He said he spoke with engineer Kent Brown about laying out the access
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road.
 Mr. Mertz said NHS had put in temporary access to construct the new house and as

the house is done the access should be removed.

NON PUBLIC
SESSION

PRESENT

RETURN TO
PUBLIC SESSION

At 7:36 pm Mr. Mertz made a motion, seconded by Mr. Drake, to go into Non-Public
Session, according to RSA 91A:3 II (a) Personnel.
Roll call was taken, Mr. Mertz –Y, Mr. Drake – Y, Mr. Shaw – Y. Vote was unanimous.

Mr. Mertz, Mr. Drake, Mr. Shaw and Mr. Irvine

At 7:38 pm, Mr. Mertz made a motion, seconded by Mr. Drake, to come out of Non-
Public Session and accept the resignation of Officer Jonathan Michalski.  Vote was
unanimous. The minutes were not sealed.

NON PUBLIC
SESSION

PRESENT

RETURN TO
PUBLIC SESSION

Mr. Irvine advised that he had provided the board with copies of the applications received
for the position of Fire Chief, suggesting there be review and discussion.

At 7:39 pm Mr. Mertz made a motion, seconded by Mr. Drake, to go into Non-Public
Session, according to RSA 91A:3 II (a) Personnel.
Roll call was taken, Mr. Mertz –Y, Mr. Drake – Y, Mr. Shaw – Y. Vote was unanimous.

Mr. Mertz, Mr. Drake, Mr. Shaw and Mr. Irvine

At 9:03 pm, Mr. Mertz made a motion, seconded by Mr. Shaw, to come out of Non-Public
Session and seal the minutes for 5 years.  Vote was unanimous.

Mr. Irvine to contact the 6 identified applicants 8/15/20 beginning at 8:00 am at the Public
Safety Building.

ADJOURNMENT: Mr. Mertz made a motion, seconded by Mr. Shaw, to adjourn at 9:04 pm. Vote was
unanimous.

Respectfully submitted,
Pamela Vose


