
TOWN OF NEW HAMPTON
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MEETING MINUTES
TOWN OFFICE, NEW HAMPTON, NH  03256

Thursday, June 9, 2022

MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Roll call: Mr. Drake and Mr. Harvey

OTHERS PRESENT: Town Administrator Mr. Irvine, Mr. Kevin Harrison, and members of the Police
Department with family. At 6:50PM Fire Chief Lang arrived at the meeting.

CALL TO ORDER: Mr. Drake called the meeting of the Board to order at 6:00 p.m. and led the group in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES: Mr. Drake made a motion to accept the minutes of May 19, 2022 with noted changes,
seconded by Mr. Harvey.  The board voted 2-0 in favor of the motion.
Mr. Drake made a motion to accept the minutes of May 23, 2022 as written, seconded
by Mr. Harvey.  The board voted 2-0 in favor of the motion.

APPOINTMENTS:
Officer Franz

Kevin Harrison

Ben Laroche

At 6:04PM Bethany Franz was sworn in as a New Hampton police officer.

At 6:13PM, Mr. Harrison asked for the opportunity to hunt at sites on Straits Road and
Chase Road same as last year with clean up of the sites. Mr. Harrison has a copy of the
policy that is the same as last year. Mr. Irvine commented that the sites have been well
maintained and cleaned up after and that Mr. Harrison has been very responsible. The
required forms were signed by Mr. Drake. The check will be held by the town as a
deposit until the sites are inspected after hunting is finished.

At 6:59PM, Mr. Laroche arrived to update the board on the SAU4 committee. Mr.
Laroche reviewed information contained in a letter he sent to the board.  Some main
take-aways are that there are certain fixed costs in the school district, regardless of how
many children attend school, and the committee is working on a percentage of how
much these costs fluctuate year after year. The fixed costs would be split evenly across
all towns with the remainder derived based on student population by town. There have
been many ideas floating around regarding the valuation process. In over half the
cooperative school districts the equalized valuation is used in the formula to some
degree. The committee is close to picking a direction to go in. That recommendation
will be sent to the school district. Mr. Drake asked if in Mr. Laroche’s opinion does the
formula need to be changed.  Mr. Laroche replied that the current formula wouldn’t
need to be changed but the opportunity for some change is in the fixed costs as this is
where any inequities lie. The committee is moving toward determining what are fixed
costs to include in the formula.  With the fixed cost model New Hampton’s contribution
decreases. The board agreed that this is the direction to keep going in.  Mr. Laroche
will keep the board updated. The next meeting is July 13th at the Middle School library.

WORK SESSION: Manifests, bills, and leave requests:
1. Timesheets reviewed and Payroll registers signed.
2. Accounts payable manifest reviewed and signed.
3. NH Bond Bank bill for interest payment signed.
4. George Sansoucy invoice for Central Rivers signed.
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The board reviewed and approved the following Building Permits:
1. Dietlin; Map R13 Lot 17- Propane tank and heating
2. New Hampton School; Map R12 Lot 03- New propane boiler
3. Truesdell/George; Map R9 Lot 16- Propane tank and cookstove
4. Willette; Map R13 Lot 01CMH- Propane tank and heating
5. Wall; Map U01 Lot 20- Addition to SFH

The board reviewed and approved the following Septic System(s):
1. Parker; Map R03 Lot 09D, Septic design will be a three-bedroom septic

system.

The board reviewed and approved the following Sign Permits:
1. Sawyer (Curiosity Goods); Map R04 Lot 90K
2. Sousa Signs (Circle K); Map R11 Lot 07

OPEN ITEMS o Town House – no update
o Generators – no update
o Brook Road bridge – no update
o Fees – no update
o Utility abatement – no update
o Veterans Memorial – no update
o Landfill (closure) – no update
o 911#s – no update
o NHS PILOT – communicated with Mr. Williams regarding a life safety project they

could fund. The Town House needs renovations with one quote at $250,000.
Suggested the school could partner with the town, especially if it’s a multi-year
project.

o Perambulation – no update
o Bean Hole structure – no update
o Fire Officers/Roster – no update
o Shingle Camp Hill Road lighting – light has been ordered
o Grants – no update
o SAU 4 Study – no update
o Tax Deeded Land - no update
o Light Trespass – letter sent with no response.  Mr. Harvey said he spoke with him

and the light is back pointing up. Mr. Harvey will go back there to inspect the light
placement.

o Dana Hill Road – no update
o Driveway culverts- no update
o Huckleberry Road – Eversource have an easement for the power line that covers the

entire width there and are willing to put that road in that section and create the 90
degrees at Huckleberry.  Then we won’t get into town easements.  The state has
already signed off.  Just need to file a driveway permit with the state to get out on
Winona. Mr. Harvey asked if they will pave it.  Mr. Irvine replied that he can talk to
them.  Mr. Drake didn’t think that was part of the discussion according to Jim.  Mr.
Harvey asked if there would be a legal easement granted. Mr. Irvine replied that
they are creating an access on their easement and there is no requirement for
additional easements.

o Comstar- no update
o Drake Road- no update
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DISCUSSION  Mr. Harvey asked how the number of parking spots at the plaza are determined.
Mr. Irvine replied that is articulated in the zoning ordinance.  Mr. Drake
commented that it would have been calculated when the site plan was reviewed.
Mr. Irvine will look into the parking calculation for the nursery.

 Commendation – Officer Kuc, the commendation was signed by the board.
 Delinquent Ambulance Billing – Mr. Irvine presented a report of delinquent

billings with recommendations for write-offs and which balances to send to
collections.  Mr. Harvey asked if letters are sent to those people?  Mr. Irvine
replied that Quick Med Claims has an extensive communications package of
letters and when they get to the point of no contact it comes to the Board for a
decision on next steps.  The recommendations were reviewed and approved by
the Board.  Mr. Drake commented that the recommendations should be made
working together with the FD ambulance billing employee and the town
administrator to make sure that everyone is on the same page and the report
should reflect that. Mr. Harvey commented that a letter from the town used to be
sent to people before it went to collections explaining that there is an outstanding
bill and to try to set up a payment plan. Mr. Drake commented that there was
also an appeal form that went to the selectmen and they could waive the bill
based on income or hardship. Chief Lang stated that he would check into the
appeals process. Mr. Irvine will work on a payment plan letter.

 Request to transfer PTO – The board approved the donation request of 30 hours
from J. Tyrrell to S. Cremin.

 GIS Mapping/Tax Card project- Mr. Irvine asked the board for permission to
move ahead with the project.  The board had previously signed the contract with
a total cost of $17,655 to be paid in installments.  Mr. Drake asked how much the
yearly fee will increase.  Mr. Irvine replied that it wasn’t much but will confirm
the amount.  The board approved moving ahead with the mapping project.

 FYI – AFFF Takeback program – Mr. Irvine informed the board that the class B
foam collection will take place in the fall at no cost to the department. Chief
Lang commented that there are 13 five-gallon pails to be collected and the list
has been submitted to DES.

 FYI – Auction outcome – Mr. Irvine informed the board that the town won the
bid on the used baler.  The winning bid was $5,200.

 FYI – Lien Redemptions – The tax lien redemption report was reviewed by the
board. Mr. Harvey asked if there is a history of liens to compare. Mr. Irvine
replied that this year had a fewer number of liens and a lower dollar amount over
last year. The town clerk reaches out to tax payers regarding payment plans
before it goes to lien.

 FYI – Change to RSA 659:98 – Mr. Irvine informed the board that the change is
in regards to the storage of ballots. The state is requiring that the sealed boxes
containing ballots can only be accessed by the town clerk or someone working
directly under her. The boxes are currently stored in the safe and during the day
other staff have access to them, so the main safe does not work as a storage area.
Ms. Schofield is looking into purchasing a locked cabinet that the ballots can be
stored in.

 FYI – Auto Registration YTD- The board reviewed the report.
 FYI – Revenues YTD compared to Estimate – The board reviewed the report.
 Occupancy Permit – Gate City Development; Map R03 Lot 08D. The board

reviewed and approved the occupancy permit.
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Respectfully submitted,
Wendy Duggan

 FYI – DOL Safety Inspection final report and response – Mr. Irvine informed the
board that the final report was received and all the findings have been mitigated.
The response regarding the mitigation measures has been emailed to DOL and
the response was that the mitigation measures were satisfactory.

 NH DOT communication re: dry hydrant location – Mr. Irvine commented that
there were concerns expressed regarding the DOT easement at the Pemi outlet.
Mike Kimball at DOT said that the proposed location doesn’t affect the state and
the town can proceed.  Mr. Drake commented that he would like to take another
look over there. Chief Lang commented that it is a good water source.

OTHER BUSINESS

PUBLIC COMMENT

 Chief Lang commented that there is a pond at 83 Mtn. Vista and the owners are
receptive to the town building an access to that pond to use as a water source.  If
a DES permit is needed it will be good for five years. The owners are willing to
grant an easement. Mr. Drake commented that there should be an easement
example in the water report from 2009 that was done by the state through a
grant. The report included designs for dry hydrants and draft easement wording
to consent, access, and maintain the easement. Chief Lang commented that the
easement runs with the property forever in the deed so the town lawyers should
review this.

 Mr. Harvey asked if there was any follow up on the plant sales. Mr. Irvine
replied that he has not.

 Mr. Harvey asked Mr. Irvine to reach out to DOT to cut back the shrubs at the
corner of Main Street and Rte. 104. It is difficult to see when at the stop line and
it’s a hazard.

 Mr. Drake asked about the excavator repair status. Mr. Irvine replied that
Chappell Tractor has given the town a loaner while repairs are being done.

 Mr. Drake asked if the Central Rivers Power talks are going anywhere.  Mr.
Irvine replied that the Central Rivers attorney was receptive to asking the court
to move the trial date beyond November as it is moving towards a settlement.
There has been no update from the court.  This is a weekly conversation.

 Mr. Drake commented that the board needs to think of something to propose to
New Hampton School.  Mr. Irvine replied that he can go to them with a dollar
figure but that the number can grow each time the school picks up a new
property and it becomes non-taxable. Mr. Harvey suggested between $50,000-
$70,000 and that a police cruiser could be purchased every year as it’s related to
public safety. Mr. Irvine commented that the school can send a check for
$65,000 and the town can decide what to fund and then let the school know. The
board wants to keep moving forward on this.

There was none.

ADJOURNMENT: Mr. Drake made a motion, seconded by Mr. Harvey to adjourn at 9:15 pm. Vote was 2-
0 to adjourn the meeting.


