
TOWN OF NEW HAMPTON
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MEETING MINUTES
TOWN OFFICE

NEW HAMPTON, NH  03256

June 25, 2020

MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Mr. Mertz, Mr. Drake, and Mr. Shaw were present.

OTHERS
PRESENT:

Town Administrator Mr. Irvine

CALL TO
ORDER:

Mr. Mertz called the meeting of the Board to order at 6:00 p.m. and led the board in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

WORK SESSION Manifests, bills, requisitions, purchase orders and leave request forms.

Requisitions from: Fire Dept (hose and couplings), Hwy Dept (plate compactor)

The board approved the following Building Permit application(s):
1. Barry & Carol Graton, Tax Map R14, Lot 9
2. NHS, Tax Map U3, Lot 12
3. William & Taylor Thalheimer, Tax Map R4, Lot 20F; after the fact
4. Elisa MacDonald, Tax Map R3, Lot 9G; Mr. Irvine advised that an enforcement

letter was sent as a replacement system was approved by the state for a 4-bdrm
home, and the town had it as a 3-bdrm. Mr. Irvine said Mrs. MacDonald spoke
with him and said there were always 4 bedrooms as they were the ones who
constructed it. The board agreed there was no need for a building permit in this
case and would return the fees to Ms. MacDonald.

The board approved the following Occupancy Permit application(s):
1. William & Ann Strong, Tax Map R18, Lot 15.

The board approved the following septic design:
1. Kyle DeGrace, Tax Map R7, Lot 6A – amendment.

APPOINTMENTS
6:30 pm
Kevin Harrison

Mr. Harrison and Amy Gray were present. He said they’d like to bait for bear on town
property. Mr. Harrison provided his background and experience as a licensed hunting
guide and understands the concern with human/bear interaction, and is looking to locate
additional bait sites.

He said 3 people would be allowed to hunt the bait site and explained the procedures. He
showed the locations where he wanted to bait and where he’d access from and that they
clean up after the season ends. Mr. Harrison advised the bait sites have to be 100 yards
from any road (even 4WD) or hiking trail and explained how the state and landowner is
notified of the bait sites.

There was discussion on considering bear baiting on town property on a case by case
basis. Mr. Drake and Mr. Shaw said it is important get a good presentation from the
potential baiter when determining whether this could be allowed, which board agreed Mr.
Harrison did.  There was discussion on whether to give preference to a New Hampton
hunter and that some town properties may not be good locations for baiting. There was
discussion on drafting a policy for determining whether this could be granted on a case by
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case basis. Mr. Irvine advised that the application allows the board to add a stipulation in
cases where it was felt to be necessary. There was discussion on whether the applicant
had to be the person who presented to the Board and the board said they would want to see
and hear from the applicant whose name appears on the permit. It was the consensus of
the board that the request is reasonable and would draft a policy and meet with Mr.
Harrison on 7/9.

DISCUSSION  Mr. Mertz made a motion, seconded by Mr. Drake to approve a Lot Merger
application for Jennifer Combs & Patricia Darnell, Tax Map R10, Lots 36 & 37.

 Board signed letter of commendation for EMT’s Matthew O’Neill and Ingrid
Heidenreich for Chief Drake to present.

 The board reviewed photos taken underneath the Town House showing the
foundation. Mr. Drake advised they were unable to get photos further to the south. It
was the consensus of the board to have an expert look at the foundation.  There was
discussion that fall elections may have to take place at a different location.

 Board reviewed email to prospective Police Chief advising that state police
background check has still not been done so other avenues may need to be used, with
candidate writing he would like to discuss details of contract right away. The board
agreed and instructed Irvine to discuss terms, noting that the salary range had never
been discussed.

 Discussion on posting for Fire Chief opening, which includes salary range. Mr. Irvine
to draft with approval of the board prior to posting.

 Complaints from residents about Straits Road daytime closure with very little notice.
Mr. Irvine advised that by keeping the road open the work on one culvert took all day,
and closing the road accomplished the 11 culverts needing work to be done in one
day. The board agreed that an additional day’s notice would have been helpful.

 Chief Drake located a new command vehicle with delivery next week.
 Property tax receipts 2020 vs 2019, currently receipts are where we would expect

them to be.
 BTLA decision on Eversource appeal. This represents an abatement amount of

$163,362.51. Mr. Irvine advised the board the town had offered $250,000 to settle,
but Eversource rejected it so this outcome was favorable. The board agreed to pay the
abatement.

 Mr. Irvine advised direct deposit is set up and will test it using his paycheck, followed
by another test in 2 weeks with a few more employees who are willing to try it and all
use different banks.

 MLS listing for home that has more bedrooms than the town has or the septic system
can handle. Mr. Irvine advised that enforcement letters are now going to the listing
agents.

 DRA approval for contract with utility assessor Sansoucy.
 Satisfaction of property for property owner that agreed to a payment plan with the

Selectmen.
 Copy of memo from Finance Officer Ms. Duggan to Treasurer Mrs. Johnson asking to

transfer fund from Special Revenue for 2020 Warrant Article 14.
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PUBLIC
COMMENT

There was none.

OTHER
BUSINESS

 Mr. Irvine said police officer was planning on submitting a letter of resignation due to
limited ability to take shifts. The board agreed to maintain their part-time
employment status as they are an asset to the department.

 Resident’s communication welcoming Mr. Shaw to the board.
 Mr. Mertz declared the 2020 minutes of 2/13, 2/20, 2/24, 2/27, 3/5, 3/9 be entered as

official record of the meetings.

ADJOURNMENT: Mr. Mertz made a motion, seconded by Mr. Drake, to adjourn at 8:33 pm. Vote was
unanimous.

Respectfully submitted,
Pamela Vose


