
TOWN OF NEW HAMPTON
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MEETING MINUTES
TOWN OFFICE, NEW HAMPTON, NH  03256

Thursday, May 26, 2022

MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Roll call: Mr. Drake, Mr. Shaw and Mr. Harvey

OTHERS PRESENT: Town Administrator Mr. Irvine
@6:28PM Police Chief Josh Tyrrell, Fire Chief Kevin Lang, and Public Works Director
Jimmy Boucher.

CALL TO ORDER: Mr. Drake called the meeting of the Board to order at 6:00 p.m. and led the group in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES: Mr. Drake made a motion to accept the minutes of 5/5/22, seconded by Mr. Harvey. The
board voted 3-0 to accept the minutes of 5/5/22 as written. Mr. Drake made a motion to
accept the minutes of 5/12/22, seconded by Mr. Harvey. The board voted 2-0-1 to
accept the minutes as written.

APPOINTMENTS:
Chief Tyrrell
Chief Lang
DPW Boucher

Potential uses for ARPA funds, approximately $230,000.  Mr. Irvine informed the board
that legislation has passed and New Hampton will receive funds for bridge work.  The
State is using the same formula as the Highway Block grant and the amount to be
received is $130,000-$150,000.  Combined with the funds in the bridge repair
expendable trust fund the town will have enough money to repair Brook Road bridge.
The town will also be receiving an additional Highway Block grant payment.  Mr.
Harvey asked what is needed to start the bridge repair project.  Mr. Boucher replied that
engineering will need to be done as the last report was from around 8 years ago. Mr.
Boucher recommended Kent Brown for the engineering work at a cost of $12,000-
$15,000. Mr. Drake asked if the Public Works department could use an additional road
rake for mud season.  Mr. Boucher replied that the rake can only be pulled with a one-
ton truck and the town only owns 1 one-ton truck. Chief Tyrrell commented that the
Police Department could use a couple of radar speed boards with data recording which
will tell them when and where to do targeted patrols. The cost is $4000 each and a speed
unit sign will be needed for each one. Mr. Drake asked if Highway Safety has grants
available for these units. Chief Tyrrell replied that they do but not this year.  Chief
Tyrrell said that the department could also use a fourth MBT unit so there is one for
each cruiser.  The cost is about $3,000.  A docking station will be needed also. Mr.
Harvey asked about the grant for body and vehicle cameras. Chief Tyrrell commented
that he is not ready to pursue them yet as there are many concerns to how they work and
if they are not mandated right now, he doesn’t want them. Mr. Harvey asked Chief
Tyrrell to bring a list of pros/cons to a future meeting. Chief Lang commented that the
Fire Department needs turnout gear and that he will try to receive a grant for 25 sets.
The cost is $3500-$4000 per set. Chief Lang commented that the Public Safety Building
could use a drilled well.  The cost is approximately $20,000.
Mr. Drake asked the department heads if they were asking for any funds through
warrant articles in 2023.  Mr. Boucher commented that the Highway Department needs
a full-size dump truck to replace the 2013 International. Mr. Irvine asked if the Police
Department could use five cruisers instead of four. Chief Tyrrell replied that 2023 is a
skip year for a cruiser but that he is doing a study regarding having a cruiser assigned to
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each officer. Other towns have seen seven years of use instead of the average of 5 years
that New Hampton has seen.  The cost of a cruiser with complete outfits is $60,000.
Chief Lang commented that the Fire Department will only need small things like and
electric chainsaw.  Mr. Irvine commented that the retaining wall at the Town Office will
cost about $16,000. Mr. Boucher commented that the Highway Department can do the
work. Mr. Irvine commented that the town could purchase a message board on a trailer
to use when roads are closed. Mr. Drake commented that upgrading to this kind of sign
makes sense as it has multiple uses.  The cost of the message board is about $15,000.
Mr. Irvine commented that the skid steer is on the CIP to be replaced in 2023 or 2024.
Mr. Boucher commented that the skid steer is running great as it had about $4000 worth
of work done. It is used for 2 ½ hours per week. Mr. Boucher asked the CIP committee
to push back the skid steer purchase and to go with purchasing a Kenworth.  The cost of
a new skid steer is about $54,000. The current unit has a trade in value of $4500-
$12,000. Mr. Irvine commented that now is the time to sell the current unit. Mr. Irvine
commented that the renovations, such as the windows and siding, need to be completed
on the Town Office.  Mr. Harvey commented that the town needs to look at storage for
all the town equipment. The public hearing will be held on June 9th.  Department heads
will have firmer quotes before the public hearing. Mr. Harvey asked if a one-ton or
F550 is preferable.  Mr. Boucher said that the Kenworth is needed. Mr. Shaw shared his
feelings on prioritizing the use of funds to address the issues most pressing to residents.

WORK SESSION: Manifests, bills, requisitions, purchase orders and leave request forms.
1. Accounts Payable manifest signed
2. Payroll check registers signed.
3. Leave requests – R Schofield requests signed
4. Transfer memo – Central Land Surveying signed

The board reviewed and approved the following Purchase Orders:
1. HWY – culvert pipe

The board reviewed the following Building Permit(s):
1. Drowne, Map R01, Lot 08A – Propane tank after the fact permit

Needs clarification on work done, permit is under review.
The board reviewed and approved the following Building Permit(s):

2. Hazlett. Map R06, Lot 45 – Farmers porch addition
3. New Hampton School, Map U03, Lot 14 – extensive renovations

The board reviewed and approved the following Occupancy Permit(s):
1. Proulx, Map U09, Lot 05
2. Gravallese, Map R14, Lot 14

OPEN ITEMS o Town House – no update
o Generators – no update
o Brook Road bridge – discussed during ARPA conversation
o Fees – no update
o Utility abatement – Mr. Irvine has had a conversation with Walter Mitchell

regarding settlement with Central Rivers Power and Mr. Mitchell has had a
conversation with Bristol’s lawyer to get us closer to agreement.

o Veterans Memorial – no update
o Landfill (closure) – no update
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o 911#s – no update
o NHS PILOT – no update
o Perambulation of town line with Meredith – will occur as part of the GIS mapping
o Bean Hole structure – no update
o Fire Officers/Roster – no update
o Shingle Camp Hill Road lighting – Bob Hammond looking into getting a light.
o Grants – no update
o SAU 4 Study – no update
o Tax Deeded Land - no update
o Light Trespass – letter has been drafted.  Mr. Harvey will call.
o Island on Dana Hill – no update
o Driveway culverts – By State Law the Town doesn’t have a responsibility to

maintain these culverts.

DISCUSSION  Mr. Harvey asked if there was any other payroll time recording system that has been
looked into. Mr. Irvine replied that he can look into BMSI to see if they have a
timekeeping module that could match the needs of all the departments. Mr. Drake
commented that the hours for the Fire Department need to be monitored so weekly
hours do not exceed 32 hours per week.

 Dry Hydrants: Chief Lang informed the board that the DES permit will cost $1500
and it is good for 5 years, if it’s not done in 5 years it just gets resubmitted.  Mr.
Boucher commented that the public works department could do the work depending
on the permit. Mr. Drake said to hold off on the DES permitting as he does not want
a hydrant placed in the DoT right-of-way and to repair the dry hydrants the town has
now.

 Abatement- Town of New Hampton; Map R06, Lot 03. Land donated to town off
Straits Road for conservation area. Tax bill generated but it is tax exempt. Mr. Drake
made a motion to grant the abatement for Map R06, Lot 03 in the amount of $64.50,
seconded by Mr. Harvey. The board voted 3-0 to approve the motion.

 Memo – Safety Inspection: memo to all Town employees signed by the board.
 Metal Detecting Policy:  Mr. Drake made a motion to adopt the metal detecting

policy as presented, seconded by Mr. Shaw.  The board voted 3-0 in favor of the
motion.

 Tax bills are mailed.
 Comstar data breach:  letter sent to counsel and Primex.  The data rider is on our

policy so the town is covered. The town does not have direct exposure.  Any legal
fees will be paid by our policy. Deductibles for data breach claims will be waived. A
media package will be sent and the town should not make any statements at this time.
Comstar has still not sent a list of affected individuals.  An engagement letter will be
sent from McDonald & Hopkins to retain their services. The board authorizes the
town administrator to sign the engagement letter on behalf of the board.

 Water quality report for the water at the Public Works Garage reviewed.
 NH Village Cemetery A-12 filing:  Copy of financial statement provided.
 Legislative update: The State is going to provide a one-time payment of 7.5% of NH

retirement for police and fire. There are no specific details on this yet.
 Public Hearing Notice:  June 9th regarding ARPA revenue uses.
 Open Purchase orders: board reviewed YTD balances.
 Waukewan Rd. closure:  board received email. Notification will be put on the

website.



(Board of Selectmen, May 26, 2022, cont.)

Page 4 of 4

Respectfully submitted,
Wendy Duggan

OTHER BUSINESS

PUBLIC COMMENT

NON-PUBLIC
SESSION

RETURN TO PUBLIC
SESSION

Recycling center storage update: no Conex boxes and other options haven’t been
looked at.
Mr. Harvey asked how the number of parking spaces for businesses are
determined. Mr. Irvine replied that it is defined in the planning and zoning
ordinances and what district the business is in.
Mr. Shaw asked if the sheds have been removed.  Mr. Drake replied that the
sheds in the center of the lot are out and working on outside perimeter.
There is a sale pending on the Royea property.
A draft letter for Mr. Gunthier has been sent to the board. If there are no edits, it
will be printed on letterhead for the Board to sign.

There was none.

At 8:16 pm Mr. Drake made a motion, seconded by Mr. Harvey, to go into Non-Public
Session, according to RSA 91A:3 II (b) hiring.
Roll call was taken, Mr. Shaw – Y, Mr. Harvey – Y. Mr. Drake – Y; Vote was
unanimous.

At 8:18 pm, Mr. Drake made a motion, seconded by Mr. Shaw, to come out of Non-
Public Session.  Vote was unanimous.

ADJOURNMENT: Mr. Shaw made a motion, seconded by Mr. Harvey to adjourn at 8:25 pm. Vote was 3-0
to adjourn the meeting.


