
TOWN OF NEW HAMPTON
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MEETING MINUTES
TOWN OFFICE

NEW HAMPTON, NH  03256

April 9, 2020

MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Mr. Mertz, Mr. Drake and Mr. Irvine (Selectman & Interim Town Administrator) were
present.

OTHERS
PRESENT:

There were none.

CALL TO ORDER: Mr. Mertz called the meeting of the Board to order at 6:00 p.m.

The Board reviewed a list of questions to be used for the initial discussions with
prospective PD Chief candidates. Mr. Mertz indicated how he thought the 4 meetings
would go, the Board agreed to the structure proposed.

Mr. Mertz indicated that due to the ongoing pandemic situation and the precautions in
place Mr. Irvine had arranged individual 20 minute video-conferencing for each applicant
and that the Board would go into a single Non Public session for hiring and transition
from one call to the next and hold discussions until the conclusion.

NON PUBLIC
SESSION

PRESENT

RETURN TO
PUBLIC SESSION

At 6:09 pm Mr. Mertz made a motion, seconded by Mr. Irvine, to go into Non-Public
Session, according to RSA 91A:3 II (b) Hiring.
Roll call was taken, Mr. Mertz – Y, Mr. Drake –Y, Mr. Irvine – Y. Vote passed.

Mr. Mertz, Mr. Irvine, and Mr. Drake.
Mr. Bates joined at 6:10pm and left at 6:32pm
Mr. Trottier joined at 6:40pm and left at 7:00pm
Mr. Josephson joined at 7:10pm and left at 7:33pm
Mr. Jaran joined at 7:40pm and left at 8:02pm

At 8:38 pm, Mr. Mertz made a motion, seconded by Mr. Drake, to come out of Non-
Public Session and to seal the minutes for 5 years. Vote was unanimous.

Mr. Mertz instructed Mr. Irvine to move forward assembling a panel to conduct the second
round interviews and to schedule for Monday April 20th beginning at 6pm for those
candidates being invited to move forward.

WORK SESSION The Board signed the manifest and invoices for RSG Carpentry, Town Office renovations
– 2nd payment, and Mitchell Municipal Group.

The Board reviewed and signed Building Permit applications for:
 Bertholet, Map R03 Lot 24 – structural change, adding roof
 New Hampton School, Map U4 Lot 17 – renovations to Gordon Nash Library

The Board reviewed and approved Septic System applications from:
• Bresett, Map R06 Lot 17A
• Thalheimer, Map R04 Lot 20F
• Beaulieu, Map R03 Lot 29A
The Board reviewed a Veterans Tax Credit application from:
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 Snow Family Trust, Map R11 Lot 17-48
Motion by Mr. Irvine, seconded by Mr. Drake to approve in the amount of $500.  Vote
was unanimous.

The Board reviewed and signed Payroll Change Forms for:
 Officer Gray, probation conclusion 04/10.  Supporting documentation from Mr.
French, Interim PD Administrator reviewed. Motion by Irvine, seconded by Drake, to
approve.  Vote was unanimous.
 TA Irvine, hiring effective 04/13. No change to current rate of pay, but changing
to a salaried position from hourly. Motion by Drake, seconded by Mertz, to approve.
Irvine recused. Vote was unanimous.

The Board reviewed a loan proposal from Franklin Savings Bank in the amount of
$199,509 at 2.4% for 5 years for the purchase of the ambulance as approved by the voters
at Town Meeting (article #13).  Mr. Mertz made a motion, seconded by Mr. Drake that the
Board instructs the Town Administrator to move forward with securing the financing as
described. Vote was unanimous.

The Board discussed Mr. Irvine’s pending assumption of Full-time status on Monday
04/13/2020 which requires his stepping down from the Board.  It was deemed appropriate
in these uncertain times to maintain the ability for the Board to form a quorum.  Mr. Irvine
tendered his resignation effective Sunday April 12th at 11:59pm.  Mr. Mertz made a
motion, seconded by Mr. Drake to accept Mr. Irvine’s resignation.  Irvine abstained. Vote
was unanimous. Mr. Mertz and Mr. Drake thanked Mr. Irvine for the contributions to the
Town thus far and wished Mr. Irvine continued success.

Mr. Drake made the Board aware that he had a discussion, as Fire Chief, with the
operators of the Farmers Market who are concerned about the impacts and uncertainty of
the ongoing public health emergency.  Mr. Drake anticipates the Board may be hearing
from them in the coming weeks.

Mr. Irvine indicated that Mr. French would be coming in to give the Board an update on
the PD, but wanted the Board to be aware that the cruiser which has been out of service
will require approximately $5500 to repair.  He wanted the Board to have advance notice
of this fact, prior to providing guidance. Additionally, the matter of an Officer having an
emergency light package installed in his POV was researched, there was no payment by
the Town for this work and it appears that it the Officer had only received permission
from the Department to do the installation.

ADJOURNMENT: Mr. Mertz made a motion, seconded by Mr. Drake, to adjourn at 9:12 pm. Vote was
unanimous.

Respectfully submitted,
Neil G. Irvine


