
TOWN OF NEW HAMPTON
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MEETING MINUTES
TOWN OFFICE, NEW HAMPTON, NH  03256

Thursday, April 22, 2021

MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Mr. Drake, Mr. Shaw, and Mr. Harvey were present.

OTHERS
PRESENT:

Town Administrator Mr. Irvine and Fire Chief Lang

CALL TO ORDER: Mr. Drake called the meeting of the Board to order at 6:00 p.m. and led the group in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES There were none.

WORK SESSION Manifests, bills, requisitions, purchase orders and leave request forms.

Board signed the following purchase requisitions: PD (Radio reprogramming - grant
reimbursement), Fire Dept (radio reprogramming), Hwy Dept (roadside mowing [Mr.
Irvine to get roadside mowing plan from PW Director Mr. Boucher], catch basin
cleanout, tires for F350 @ state bid price, tree removal – though Mr. Boucher
recommended Aerial Tree Service due to his experience with the company the board
agreed to use Pemi Treeworks @ $500 less and to try a different company). The board
requested 3 quotes for all Purchase Requisition’s or an explanation why 3 quotes were
not obtained.

The board approved the following Building Permit(s):
1. F & L Piper Rev Trust; Map R18, Lot 43 – prior permit lapsed.
2. Ellen Boone & Cody Rideout; Map R10, Lot 19
3. Ronald & Brenda Olson, Map R10, Lot 1 – amendment

The board approved the following Occupancy Permit(s):
1. Ronald & Brenda Olson, Map R10, Lot 1

OPEN ITEMS o Selectmen’s workspace – no update
o Hwy Generator – no update
o FD Air Packs – no update
o Personnel Policy – no update
o Detail Pay – see “Discussion”
o Brook Road Bridge – no update
o Veterans Memorial – Mr. Irvine advised Swenson Granite will provide pricing next

week for granite posts and seals to be engraved with appropriate branch of the
service.

o 199 Straits Road – no update
o Town House improvements –
o Landfill – Mr. Irvine said he’s advised GZA that the town would like to pursue the

decommissioning of the venting system.
o Disposal fees – Mr. Irvine provided board with draft fee changes for Transfer Station

that included comparisons to some other towns. The board took this under
advisement agreeing to meet with Mr. Boucher and Transfer Station Attendant Mr.
O’Shea who spent time compiling the information and recommending increases.
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DISCUSSION  Board signed Supplemental Intent to Excavate for Jeremy Hiltz Rev Trust, Map R4,
Lot 2.

 Board signed Yield Tax Warrant for Jeremy Hiltz Rev Trust, R4 Lot 2, at $27.72.
 Town wide Detail Policy – fee schedule for per hour rates: $40 employee, $15 for

administrative, police cruiser at $15, & fire department apparatus at $30. Mr. Irvine
advised FEMA reimbursement rates vary a lot for fire dept apparatus, but
recommends the fees proposed which were supported by the PD and Fire Chiefs and
use FEMA rates for other fire department apparatus, outside of $30 for an ambulance,
being the typical request for apparatus. Mr. Irvine said department heads will rotate
interested employees for details. It was the consensus of the board to change the PD
cruiser to $30 as it is typically running while it’s being used for details and to charge
$15 for the Zodiak. Mr. Irvine to revise policy for board’s signatures.

 New Hampton School, Tax Exempt Status – Mr. Shaw said he did some investigation
and reviewed some court cases relative to what is taxable, but this issue is still under
review. Mr. Drake made a motion seconded by Mr. Harvey to grant tax exempt status
to New Hampton school.  Vote was unanimous.

 Disposal of town-owned electronics as listed. The Board asked if there was any data
remaining on the devices.  Mr. Irvine advised that only the computer would have had
storage capability, and that the had drive had been removed and destroyed.

 Memo from Chief Lang who advised he has tried, but gotten no response, from an
employee who no longer responds to calls but has not turned in his departmental
equipment. He asked for guidance on the next step to take. Mr. Drake asked Mr.
Irvine to request monthly response information from Chief Lang, for the board. It was
the consensus of the board for Chief Lang to follow policy relative to members not
participating in the department.

 ARPA (American Rescue Plan Act) disbursement and discussion on what the monies
could be used for. Board took this under advisement.

 fyi – NHDES communication, re: Acceptance of the 2020 Post Closure Report for the
landfill on River Road in Bristol.

 fyi – ZBA decision, re: Carl & Camille Knowlton, Map U14, Lot 29.
 Tax Collector’s Lien Redemptions
 Mr. Irvine advised that a resident on Sky Pond Road has contacted the town to say

that the neighbor across the street is illuminating their house and creating light
trespass and considers it to be non-compliant with zoning ordinance regulations. Mr.
Irvine said the PD had made contact with the neighbor who adjusted the light. Police
Chief Tyrrell drove by the home at night and said the light was contained to the
property of the house it was mounted on, and not aimed at the home across the street.
Mr. Irvine has spoken with both neighbors, encouraging them to work it out between
themselves. The PD will monitor the location but no further action by the Town is
required at this time.

PUBLIC
COMMENT

There was none.

OTHER BUSINESS  Mr. Irvine said relative to RSA 91-A and the Police Dept policies that Mr. Harvey
inquired about.  Mr. Irvine spoke with town counsel who provided information on a
Supreme Court decision regarding 91-A:5.I V basically stating that these policies/
procedures are not subject to disclosure. There were subsequent case decisions that
would cost additional money if counsel was to further review later decisions on 91-
A:5.I V. Counsel had said that the board could chose to waive 91-A but if it was
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done for one, it would have to be done for all. The board agreed not to continue this
discussion with counsel and Mr. Irvine said he would speak with NHMA.

 Mr. Irvine asked the board’s position on a town wide mask mandate as he had a
resident concerned with the Governor’s lifting of the state-wide mandate.  It was the
consensus of the board not to impose it.

 Mr. Irvine said Mr. Boucher has been preparing Sinclair Hill Road for paving and is
having to address a lot of water drainage issues, purchasing material needed to
address the situation which may result in expenditures over the $1000 limit requiring
a requisition. The Board agreed that in this instance multiple individual purchases
could be made as needed.

NON PUBLIC
SESSION

PRESENT

RETURN TO
PUBLIC SESSION

At 8:25 pm Mr. Drake made a motion, seconded by Mr. Shaw, to go into Non-Public
Session, according to RSA 91A:3 II (b) Hiring.
Roll call was taken, Mr. Drake –Y, Mr. Shaw – Y, Mr. Harvey – Y. Vote was unanimous.

Mr. Drake, Mr. Shaw, Mr. Harvey and Mr. Irvine.

At 8:30 pm, Mr. Drake made a motion, seconded by Mr. Shaw, to come out of Non-
Public Session. Vote was unanimous.

Mr. Drake made a motion, seconded by Mr. Shaw to hire Jessica Squires as a
probationary, non-certified employee. Vote was unanimous.

ADJOURNMENT: Mr. Shaw made a motion, seconded by Mr. Harvey, to adjourn at 8:33 pm. Vote was
unanimous.

Respectfully submitted,
Pamela Vose


