
TOWN OF NEW HAMPTON
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MEETING MINUTES
TOWN OFFICE, NEW HAMPTON, NH  03256

Thursday, April 14, 2022

MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Mr. Drake, Mr. Shaw and Mr. Harvey

OTHERS PRESENT: Town Administrator Mr. Irvine and Chief Tyrrell

CALL TO ORDER: Mr. Drake called the meeting of the Board to order at 6:00 p.m. and led the group in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES Mr. Harvey made a motion, seconded by Mr. Drake to approve the minutes of 4/7/22 as
amended.  Vote was unanimous.

APPOINTMENTS
6:00 pm
Police Chief Tyrrell

Chief Tyrrell was present. Chief Tyrrell submitted wage surveys from several other
towns that have had pay adjustments since March vote. With his proposal of merit
based, percentage increases, the Town should stay in line with others. Chief Tyrrell
suggested considering step and grade pay scales, which many other towns are doing.
Mr. Irvine said past Selectboards have not wanted to commit to wage increases, but the
Board could discuss further. Mr. Harvey cautioned that wage comparisons should be
against towns whose populations and call volumes are similar to New Hampton.

Chief Tyrrell said he is requesting an increase in the officers’ hourly wages, a sign-on
bonus to attract an experienced officer, and to do away with the Corporal position,
currently empty. When asked about number of officers needed, Chief Tyrrell said
during his years with the town it has been 5, with 6, for a few months, on occasion. Mr.
Harvey suggested adding more part-time officers. Mr. Shaw confirmed with Chief
Tyrrell that doing as proposed would keep him within the 2022 budget, while delivering
police service to the town. The Board suggested an increase in wages for full-time
certified officers working part-time for New Hampton, may result in more hours from
them. Mr. Harvey made a motion, seconded by Mr. Shaw to approve Chief Tyrrell’s
proposals for paying a one-time sign-on bonus of $5,000 for a full-time certified officer,
100% repayable if they leave within 3 years, and wage increases for certified full-time
officers and certified full-time officers working in a part-time capacity for the town.
Vote was unanimous.

6:30 pm
Peter March

NH Signs Mr. March and Mr. Booth were present. Mr. Irvine said he asked Mr. March
to come back to see the Board after they went to the ZBA, who upheld the Selectmen’s
decision that the sign was not in compliance with the ordinance. He said the ZBA had
acknowledged that sign technology had changed a lot since the time that language was
written (ie. flashing, animated, and with intermittent illumination). Mr. Harvey asked
when this language came about and Mr. Irvine said it was in 2005.  Mr. Irvine said Mr.
March is looking for further guidance on how to move forward, with changing the sign,
or discussing with the Planning Board a possible amendment for the voters to consider.
Mr. Irvine cautioned the Board that their decision could set precedent.

Mr. March said the technology has changed a lot and the need for multiple gas prices is
fairly new and is based on gas margins and credit card fees with this type of signage
being effective in advertising. He said the Irving station shows the various discounted
prices but they are smaller and more difficult for motorists to see. Mr. March submitted
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a study that shows a rotating sign has no negative effect on motorists and this sign
would likely only be noticed by a person looking for gas.  Mr. Irvine advised the board
they should determine whether this sign should be made to change only once every 24
hours, creating a static sign, as this had been how it was allowed in the past. Currently
the sign is changing every 20 seconds based on what the Selectmen allowed prior to
them going to the ZBA and the ordinance doesn’t specify time allowed for a change.
Mr. Drake said his opinion is that the sign is not compliant and it should be made to
change only once in a 24-hour period with any possible ordinance change going to the
voters next March. Mr. Shaw asked how many complaints the town got on the sign and
Mr. Irvine said 3, and none since it was set to change every 20 seconds, but that Live
Free Home Health Care just started changing their message board every 5 seconds, so
Mr. Irvine contacted them to tell them they could only change it every 24 hours. Mr.
Shaw said he didn’t think the price changes constitutes a flashing sign and Mr. Harvey
agreed, adding that many regulations in the ordinance need updating to accommodate
the changing times. Mr. Shaw made the finding that this sign as installed, is not
flashing or intermittent, based on readily available definitions allowing it to change
every 20 seconds, until the Planning Board clarifies/redefines the regulations. There
was no motion or vote, this being a consensus opinion. Mr. March said he was willing
to meet with the Planning Board to discuss further.

WORK SESSION Manifests, bills, requisitions, purchase orders and leave request forms.

The board reviewed and approved the following Building Permit(s):
1. Walter & Yvonne Kielb – Map U14, Lot 20.
2. Robert & Sandra Donnelly – Map R10, Lot 39A

The board reviewed and approved the following Septic Design(s):
1. Gate City Development Partners LLC – Map R3, Lot 8D.

OPEN ITEMS o Town House – no update
o Generators – no update
o Brook Road bridge – no update
o Fees – no update
o Utility abatement – Mr. Irvine to gather data for settlement consideration in the

future.
o Veterans Memorial – no update
o Landfill (closure) – no update
o 911#s – no update
o AFG grants – no update
o NHS PILOT – Mr. Irvine said he reached out to Mr. Williams but has not heard

back.
o Perambulation of town line with Meredith – no update
o Bean Hole structure – no update
o Fire Officers – no update
o Shingle Camp Hill Road lighting

Mr. Harvey asked how the Eversource project was going and the condition of road.  Mr.
Irvine said there had been little activity as the road postings are still in place.

DISCUSSION  BTLA Form A-9 Property Tax Exemption submission:
1. Mr. Drake made a motion, seconded by Mr. Shaw to approve tax exempt status



(Board of Selectmen, April 14, 2022, cont.)

Page 3 of 4

for the New Hampton Cemetery Association.
2. Mr. Harvey made a motion seconded by Mr. Shaw for the New Hampton

Community Church.
3. Mr. Drake made a motion, seconded by Mr. Harvey to approve tax exempt

status for the New Hampton School to the extent permissible by law.
4. Mr. Drake made a motion, seconded by Mr. Shaw to approve tax exempt status

for the Gordon-Nash Library.
Votes were unanimous.

 Board signed Intent to Cut for Leslie Torsey Jr., Map R6, Lot 50A.
 Board signed Timber Tax Warrant for John Merrill Rev. Living Trust, Map R13 Lots

5A & 6, and David & Barbara Hazelton, Map R17, Lot 26D.
 Board signed Excavation Tax Warrant for Ambrose Bros. Inc., Map R11, Lots 23B,

23C, & 23D
 Board signed Excavation Yield Warrant for Michael Sharp Rev. Trust, Map U17, Lot

55, and Micheal Latulippe, Map R20, Lot 13.
 Board signed Hawkers & Peddlers Permit Application for more than 30 days use –

for Chris Bell, dba Travelling Texas Smoke Shop on Map R11, Lot 25A.
 Board reviewed the HSEM Grant Agreement: The Select Board, in a majority vote,

accepted the terms of the Emergency Management Performance Grant as presented
in the amount of $4,000.00 to update the community’s Local Emergency Operations
Plan (LEOP). Furthermore, the Board acknowledges that the total cost of this project
will be $8,000.00, in which the town will be responsible for 50% match ($4,000.00).
The Board signed and initialed the agreement as required.

 Board signed Cease & Desist Letter for Wendy Traynor, for property on Tax Map
U13, Lot 14, as she is continuing to operate an Airbnb on property for which she was
denied by the ZBA.  She had brought it into compliance in the past and is now
advertising again.

 Interest Abatement request – Boucher 2020 Family Trust purchased property on Map
R11, Lot 17.34 in March 2021. The 2021 tax bills were not sent to them as the
previous owner, Tilton Realty Trust, had not processed the deed until 12/3/21.  Tilton
Realty Trust would have received the bill but did not pay it as they had already
transferred the property. Mr. Shaw made a motion, seconded by Mr. Harvey to waive
the interest and penalties.  Vote was unanimous.

 Copies of Enforcement Letters to:
1. Ed Batchelder, Map R4, Lot 44 – Trash
2. Scott & Diana Batchelder, Map R4, Lot 46 – Trash

Mr. Irvine pointed out these were sent by the Health Officer so clean-up could
be performed by Public Works with charges being made in the form of a
property lien using FEMA rates.

3. Terry Threlfall, Map R4, Lot 4T – Motor Vehicle Junk Yard
4. Jason & Dara Ahlquist, Map R12, Lot 7 – Motor Vehicle Junk Yard
5. Patricia Provencher, Map R20, Lot 63 – Motor Vehicle Junk Yard

 fyi – NHDES Dam Inspection Report for NHVP.
 fyi – White Farm Auction Notice

OTHER BUSINESS  Mr. Irvine said the site plan approval for Map R4, Lot 92A, belonging to Hilshar
Assoc. Inc., for a horseshoe configuration and specific number of sheds for sale has
expanded to more than what was approved.  He said he contacted Mr. Cormier, who
is leasing the property.  Mr. Cormier said the sheds are constructed, then delivered,
but can’t be moved until the road bans are lifted, and wants to request 2 weeks to get
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Respectfully submitted,
Pamela Vose

the product delivered to customers, bringing the site into compliance.  Mr. Irvine had
advised Mr. Cormier to appeal to the ZBA for a variance, and have his site plan
approval amended if this will continue each year. The Board agreed to allow him
until the end of the month.

 Mr. Harvey asked the status of his adopt a road idea to clean-up town roads.  Mr.
Irvine said he tried to find other towns doing this on a small scale but has had no luck
and Mr. Harvey advised he’d look into it further.

PUBLIC COMMENT There was none.

ADJOURNMENT: Mr. Drake made a motion, seconded by Mr. Shaw to adjourn 8:16 pm. Vote was
unanimous.


