
TOWN OF NEW HAMPTON
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MEETING MINUTES
TOWN OFFICE, NEW HAMPTON, NH  03256

Thursday, April 21, 2022

MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Mr. Drake and Mr. Shaw

OTHERS PRESENT: Town Administrator Mr. Irvine

CALL TO ORDER: Mr. Drake called the meeting of the Board to order at 6:00 p.m. and led the group in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES Mr. Drake made a motion, seconded by Mr. Shaw to approve the minutes of 4/14/22 as
amended. Mr. Irvine advised that Mr. Harvey had emailed him to say he had no
corrections. Vote was unanimous.

WORK SESSION Manifests, bills, requisitions, purchase orders and leave request forms.

The board reviewed and approved the following Building Permit(s):
1. Gary & Gloria Tripp – Map R4, Lot 4.

The board reviewed and approved the following Septic Design(s):
1. Gate City Development Partners LLC – Map R3, Lot 8D.

OPEN ITEMS o Town House – Mr. Irvine advised that the Town submitted an Intent to file for a
Moose Plate Grant. If this is accepted the paperwork will be provided to the Town
and a structural assessment will then be required.

o Generators – no update
o Brook Road bridge – no update
o Fees – Mr. Irvine said that when these are discussed he would like the Board

consider the time spent by Fire Department personnel on their annual inspections
(ie. campgrounds, private school, etc.) and possible commercial inspection and re-
inspection fees. Mr. Shaw asked Mr. Irvine to provide similar charges in other
towns.

o Utility abatement – Mr. Irvine will discuss options on calculating a PILOT with
Central Rivers Power for the Boards consideration.

o Veterans Memorial – Mr. Irvine said when the Highway Dept is installing a catch
basin in the PSB parking lot near the Nature-Fitness Trail, where there is ponding,
some work will begin to prepare for this memorial.

o Landfill (closure) – Mr. Irvine to meet with GZA Jamie Emery on 4/21, at landfill.
They will discuss decommissioning, and possible brush clearing that the new
excavator with mowing head may be able to perform.

o 911#s – Mr. Irvine is exploring use of GOFFER monies to purchase these.
o AFG grants – Mr. Irvine advised Fire Chief Lang will be reviewing his approval to

change supplier on the radio grant.
o NHS PILOT – Headmaster Mr. Williams advised he would follow-up next week.
o Perambulation of town line with Meredith – no update
o Bean Hole structure – no update
o Fire Officers – no update
o Shingle Camp Hill Road lighting
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DISCUSSION  BTLA Form A-9 Property Tax Exemption submission. Drake made a motion,
seconded by Mr. Shaw to approve tax exempt status for the Dana Meeting House
Assn. Vote was unanimous.

 Board signed Timber Yield Warrant for Tracy & Ruth Simula, Map R10, Lot 12.
 Board signed Veteran’s Tax Credit for Jason & Allison Stickney; Map R3, Lot 8B.
 Board signed Letter of Recognition for Officer Berube; graduation scheduled for

4/22.
 fyi – NHDRA Equalized Value for New Hampton.
 fyi – Wetlands Permit Notification: Michael & Elizabeth Fleming, Map U13, Lot 31.

APPOINTMENTS
6:30 pm
Sean Shay-Hutchinson

Mr. Shay-Hutchinson was present at 6:32pm.  Mr. Drake asked if there was any
progress on determining the lot size calculation and Mr. Shay-Hutchinson said he would
appeal to the ZBA for a Variance, as he hasn’t been able to engage a surveyor to do the
work.  Mr. Drake asked what was in the bags under the camper and Mr. Shay-
Hutchinson said it was leaves for insulation purposes. It was noted that a Special
Exception through the ZBA would be necessary to have a camper for living purposes,
for up to a year, while constructing a home. The board agreed to allow Mr. Shay-
Hutchinson until June 2nd to determine whether the lot is buildable, or whether a
Variance is needed and granted by the ZBA.

6:45 pm
Fire Chief Lang

Chief Lang, Matt O’Neill and Kendall Hughes were present at 6:38 pm. Chief Lang
advised that the Motorola radios had shipped.

He reviewed the following:
1. Furnace’s circulator pump is being picked up and will be installed.
2. Obtained quotes from HVAC contractors for servicing all town AC units.
3. Sprinkler system was tested.
4. Dry hydrant at Outlet Road has been reviewed by NHDOT and now needs to

obtain quotes from engineers to file for a permit with NHDES.

Mr. Drake brought up the portable radios with Chief Lang saying they ordered the
Motorolas but due to the long lead time they considered Kenwood radios, which would
have meant leftover grant monies - difficult to spend.  Mr. Drake said with a $30,000
savings why wasn’t this considered for other equipment the department wanted,
representing a savings to taxpayers, and that this should have been brought to the Board.
Chief Lang said they wanted to purchase more Kenwood radios with the savings but the
grant limited them to the same amount (20) as the Motorolas. Chief Lang if he didn’t
cancel the Motorola order because of the grant requirements, but Mr. Drake said his
experience is that it is simple to make changes to the equipment vendor funded by the
grant monies. Mr. Drake said he wanted to do what was best for the Town and is also
concerned with the history of Motorola radios and Motorola’s habit of discontinuing
radios and not being able to service them. Mr. Drake said prior to getting notification
that these Motorola radios have shipped Chief Lang had come to the board and said he
was cancelling the Motorola order in favor of Kenwood radios. Mr. Shaw said the cost
to return the Motorola radios should be investigated and then make a final decision. Mr.
Drake said it was agreed upon at Selectmen’s meeting on 3/24 that the Motorola order
was to be cancelled, with Kenwoods ordered for less money. Matt O’Neill said
Kenwoods had been expected in possibly August as they were having difficulties
getting batteries; Motorolas will arrive at Two-Way next week, then they will be
programmed.
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Respectfully submitted,
Pamela Vose

Kendall Hughes advised of some upcoming events put on by the Firefighters Assn:
 Sponsoring a Fundamentals of Fly Fishing for mental health of the department,

through NH Fish & Game, with class time then fishing at Sky Pond.
 Open House would be 6/4
 American Heart Assn CPR course on 6/5.

Opening of Bids
7:00 pm
RFP - Fire Department
Self-Contained
Breathing Apparatus &
Associated Equipment

Various representatives from the applicants’ companies. The Board read the quotes for
items 1-7 in the RFP and their expected delivery date:

1. New England Fire Equipment & Apparatus Corp: $94,806.66, $906, $810,
$460, $478, $3,780, $3,722; delivery – 90 days.

2. Firematic: $108,095, $1,210, $1,010, $380, NA, $1,200, $6,900; delivery – 60
days.

3. Firetech & Safety: $84,480, $1,000, $850, $310, $650, $1,475, $4225; delivery
– 120 days.

4. IPS: $89,960, $1,010, $850, $585, $470, $1,697, $4,197 delivery – 100 days.

The Board referred the proposals to Chief Lang for his recommendation by 4/28. Mr.
Irvine advised that the Town may hold the bids for up to 30 days before delivering a
contract. Representatives of the bidding companies requested the ability to view and
photograph the bids.  The Board confirmed that the bids were now public documents
and agreed to make the documents available at the conclusion of the meeting for
viewing and copying.

OTHER BUSINESS Mr. Shaw asked about a class action election suit request to join, received by the Town
Clerk and Mr. Irvine said Town counsel said it wasn’t relevant.  Mr. Shaw asked for a
copy.

ADJOURNMENT: Mr. Drake made a motion, seconded by Mr. Shaw to adjourn 7:12 pm. Vote was
unanimous.


