
TOWN OF NEW HAMPTON
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MEETING MINUTES
TOWN OFFICE, NEW HAMPTON, NH  03256

Thursday, March 24, 2022

MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Mr. Drake, Mr. Harvey, and Mr. Shaw (remotely)

OTHERS PRESENT: Town Administrator Mr. Irvine, Public Works Director Mr. Boucher and Fire Chief
Lang and EMT Matt O’Neill (6:15).

CALL TO ORDER: Mr. Drake called the meeting of the Board to order at 6:00 p.m. and led the group in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES Board voted on the following minutes:
1. Mr. Drake made a motion, seconded by Mr. Shaw to approve 2/15/22 as written.
2. Mr. Drake made a motion, seconded by Mr. Harvey to amend minutes of 3/3 as

follows:
 Pg. 2, 2nd paragraph “Mr. Irvine said that historically Dr. Childs Road was

maintained by the town, but based on traffic count and bus routes, this road
wasn’t as high a priority as others so..” – Add “in the early 1990’s” before “NHS
offered to maintain it themselves, in a timelier manner.”

3. Mr. Drake made a motion, seconded by Mr. Harvey to amend 3/10 – changing Chief
Drake to Chief Lang, as being present.

4. Mr. Shaw made a motion, seconded by Mr. Harvey to approve 3/17 as written.
5. Mr. Drake made a motion, seconded by Mr. Harvey to approve 3/21 as written.
All votes were unanimous.

APPOINTMENTS
6:00 pm
Public Works Director
Jim Boucher

Mr. Boucher was present. He presented some specifications and proposals on various
rubber-tracked excavators with mower heads he is considering for purchase,
recommending the Yanmar.  Mr. Harvey asked Mr. Boucher to determine whether a
trailer purchase makes sense vs. paying someone to haul it as needed. Mr. Boucher
reviewed the warranty and proposed extended warranty with some inclusion of
maintenance on the Yanmar. He submitted a requisition for the Yanmar 80 excavator at
$113,400, which the Board signed.

Mr. Boucher gave the status of the roads saying all dirt roads were graded once which
improved the situation and continues to monitor and update the PD and Fire Dept. but
that currently all roads are passable to Emergency equipment.

He said he will be meeting with Eversource on 3/31 to discuss access and driveway
permits off of Huckleberry and Old Bristol Roads to access the power lines for their
projects. Mr. Boucher showed on a map, the intersection of Route 132N and
Huckleberry Road, asking if the board would allow a squaring off of that intersection as
the town owns abutting land where this could be created.  He said if Eversource wants
access there he was hoping to get them to make the appropriate improvements for the
town. Mr. Boucher confirmed that this would have to be up to Class V standards.  The
Board gave their support to a reconfiguration of that intersection if Eversource and
NHDOT agree.

Mr. Harvey asked about the gravel Eversouce which has been added to the access to the
power lines and Mr. Irvine advised that it will stay in place for future access purposes
and will provide the minutes from Eversource’s presentation on the scope of work.
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There was discussion on ensuring gates stay in place so the access doesn’t become an
attractive nuisance. Mr. Irvine will reach out to Eversource to discuss.

Mr. Boucher shared with the Board the pricing for chip seal per the road management
plan.  He is still working on quotes for paving and will come back to the Boar with
projects and recommendations in the near future.

6:30 pm
Fire Chief Kevin Lang

Chief Lang and Mr. O’Neill were present. Chief Lang submitted an alternate plan to the
Motorola radios he ordered for which there is no anticipated delivery date. He now
proposes Kenwood and can get more radios (25) for the same price as they would have
paid for 20 Motorolas. Mr. O’Neill said he is pleased with how the Kenwoods perform.
Mr. O’Neill said they are waiting confirmation on a delivery date and they have 3-yr
warranties. Mr. Harvey asked them to find out who would bear the cost of shipping
radios for repair. Mr. O’Neill stated that the granting authority said the department can
spend the additional monies due to lower cost on other essential equipment allowed by
the grant. Mr. Irvine advised that as the warrant article for the radios was very specific
to only radios and chargers, the 5% match from the Special Revenue Fund for other
items would need to come from the department’s budget beyond the radio costs. Mr.
O’Neill said they would be modifying the grant application as needed. It was the
consensus of the Board to permit Chief Lang to amend the original purchase requisition
from Motorola radios to Kenwood, as there was no anticipated delivery date for the
Motorola radios, and to cancel that order.

Chief Lang said one of the department members is a master plumber and did some
research on the furnace circulator pump that is having problems. The parts to rebuild
the pump are at least $1,300, but Chief thinks there could be other problems and would
prefer to replace the pump at about $2,500. Chief Lang to supply 3 updated quotes as
the board agreed to replace the pump.

WORK SESSION Manifests, bills, requisitions, purchase orders and leave request forms.

Board signed the following purchase requisitions: Hwy Dept (Hauling Stone & Gravel
– there was some discussion on the cost of transporting the material.)

The Board reviewed the following Building Permit(s):
 George & Melissa Davis – Map U10, Lot 23; 2021 permit withdrawn; property

owner decided not to continue with contractor, was to find another contractor
and submit new application.  Nothing submitted to date so the permit fee from
the original permit #210215-1273 is being returned with a letter of explanation.

Michael Sharp arrived at 7:00 pm. The following building permits were approved.
1. Michael & Brandy Sharp, Map R12, Lot 28; 44’x84’ heated garage with

mezzanine (no living space) & 22’x48’ barn; buildings are to store horses and
equipment after their house sells in Bristol, prior to constructing home in New
Hampton.

2. Kenneth & Debra Gaudet, Map R1, Lot 26.
3. Garth & Andrea Woolsey, Map R1, Lot 27D.
4. Frank Reed, Map R15, Lot 1.
5. Michael Oakes, Map R8, Lot 1A7.

The board reviewed and approved the following Occupancy Permit(s):
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1. Kevin & Jennifer McKenna – Map R7, Lot (to be ) 6B

OPEN ITEMS o Town House – no update
o Generators – no update
o Brook Road bridge – no update
o Fees – no update
o Utility abatement – no update
o Veterans Memorial – no update
o Landfill (closure) – no update
o 911#s – Mr. Irvine said he will look into locality funding which correlates to

COVID response, to see if this could be funded from that.
o AFG grants – no update
o NHS PILOT – no update
o Perambulation of town line with Meredith – no update
o Bean Hole structure – no update
o Fire Officers – no update

DISCUSSION  Board signed Grant Extension for Hazard Mitigation Plan.
 Board signed Planning Board Appointments for Kenneth Mertz, Wesley Hays, &

Richard Shea.
 Mr. Harvey asked Mr. Irvine if he had contacted NHS about the issue with students

crossing Shingle Camp Hill Road at night and how difficult it is for motorists to see
them.  Mr. Irvine said he had spoken with the headmaster who was going to discuss it
with their facilities department, and possibly the Precinct may have to get involved.

 Chairman Drake signed the NHDES Landfill Closure Report.
 Board signed Letter of Appreciation for Robi Tyrrell’s service with the Fire Dept.
 Board read Letter of Resignation, dated 3/23, from Police Corporal Jonathan Killam.

Mr. Irvine provided a calculation of final payout based on personnel policy and
confirmed the Town has received all equipment back. Relative to any cases Corporal
Killam had, they would be handed over to the Prosecutor. Mr. Drake made a motion,
seconded by Mr. Harvey to accept the letter of resignation and send a letter of
appreciation for his service. Vote was unanimous.  Relative to coverage Officers
Franz-Morin and Gray agreed to take some additional hours.

 There was discussion on the Dodge police cruiser Chief Tyrrell wants to purchase
from Texas in 2022, but if that’s not possible, he would take 2022 as a skip year, and
order a cruiser later in the year, for delivery in 2023. Mr. Harvey said he would
prefer taking 2022 as a skip year and questioned the desire years ago for purchasing
SUVs over sedan due to the seasonal mud condition, and now the Chief wants to
purchase sedans. Based on inflation and supply chain issues Mr. Drake and Mr.
Shaw stated their support for the purchase of as Dodge from Texas if that can be
done, based on the monies ($43,932) approved in the warrant article. Mr. Irvine to
advise Chief Tyrrell to get quotes.

 fyi – Lien Redemptions
 Payment received for dump truck sale through Municibid, at 4x the offer on it as a

trade-in.
 Mr. Irvine advised that whether or not Coolidge Woods flood gates can be closed by

the Town, he said Army Corps of Engineers said if the Town feels it is impassable it
can be closed, but they would need to be notified.

OTHER BUSINESS There was none.
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Respectfully submitted,
Pamela Vose

PUBLIC COMMENT There was none.

ADJOURNMENT: Mr. Drake made a motion, seconded by Mr. Harvey to adjourn 8:08 pm. Vote was
unanimous.


