
TOWN OF NEW HAMPTON
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MEETING MINUTES
TOWN OFFICE, NEW HAMPTON, NH  03256

Monday, March 21, 2022

MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Mr. Drake, Mr. Harvey and Mr. Shaw (5:03pm)

OTHERS PRESENT: Town Administrator Mr. Irvine, Public Works Director Mr. Boucher, Police Chief
Tyrrell, and Fire Chief Lang

CALL TO ORDER: Mr. Drake called the emergency meeting of the Board to order at 5:00 p.m. and led the
group in the Pledge of Allegiance.

DISCUSSION Mr. Drake advised that the purpose of the meeting was to discuss the mud conditions on
the roadways and asked Mr. Boucher to provide an update.

Mr. Boucher said the department tried to rake roads several days ago but were not able
to do so.  Today he said they were able to lay some gravel (27 - ½ loads) on Straits
Road and were able to rake several dirt roads. He said the worst roads were Straits and
Carter Mountain and any work they’ve been able to do on Carter Mountain has not been
very effective. The center section of Straits Road is the most difficult but trucks would
have to pass over paved sections to get there, which would cause damage to the
pavement. Mr. Boucher said if he can get out to the middle section with a smaller truck,
he will make any possible improvements. He said he would look at Huckleberry Road,
Upper Oxbow Road, then Kelley Pond Road.

Chief Tyrrell said they are avoiding any unneeded travel of dirt roads to cut down on
damage.  Over the weekend they had calls on some of the dirt roads but were able to
respond with no problems. He said he has been in close contact with Mr. Boucher
throughout this season.

Chief Lang said he contacts Mr. Boucher daily, to determine where bad spots are so if
they receive a call they think they may have a problem accessing, they can utilize other
equipment.  He said the roads also seem to be drying out.

Mr. Boucher confirmed that he has enough stone stockpiled, for adding to the roads, and
hopes the roads improve by the end of the week based on the weather forecast.

Mr. Shaw said a Coolidge Woods Road resident had suggested to him that the Town
close the flood gates around that one portion of that roadway to cut down on traffic.
Mr. Irvine to see if the Town has the authority to do that. There was discussion on
whether there would be any problems with closing the gates and emergency responses
but department heads said they could work around it if they were made aware of the
closure.

PUBLIC COMMENT Ken Mertz suggested that since Bristol could be the first responder to Coolidge Woods
Road the Town would need to notify them also.

Mr. Turgeon asked what section of pavement on Straits Road their trucks passed over as
he’s affected by issues with access.  Mr. Boucher said that from the Meredith end he
was only able to cross over one paved section due to possible damage their trucks could
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do if they passed over the next section of paving.  Mr. Boucher said he would revisit
their options tomorrow.  Mr. Turgeon asked why there were sections of paved, then dirt,
then paved, then dirt and Mr. Boucher said in some of those cases it was to pave the hills
as they were subject to washboard much faster than the flatter sections.  Mr. Mertz
pointed out that creating a paved road where a dirt road had been, can be in excess of
$1,000,000/mile. Mr. Irvine confirmed that there is 26+ miles of dirt roads in New
Hampton.

Mr. Drake said each year is different in how severe the mud is and how long it lasts but
communication between the departments has been very effective in knowing where
difficult areas are so responses can be determined.

Mrs. Schofield advised she was present to support the highway department and the work
they do.

ADJOURNMENT: Mr. Drake made a motion, seconded by Mr. Harvey to adjourn 5:25 pm. Vote was
unanimous.


