
TOWN OF NEW HAMPTON
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MEETING MINUTES
TOWN OFFICE, NEW HAMPTON, NH  03256

Thursday, December 30, 2021

MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Mr. Drake, Mr. Shaw, and Mr. Harvey were present.

OTHERS PRESENT: Town Administrator Mr. Irvine & resident Richard Roman
CALL TO ORDER: Mr. Drake called the meeting of the Board to order at 6:00 p.m. and led the group in the

Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES Minutes of 12/23/21 were held.

WORK SESSION Manifests, bills, requisitions, purchase orders and leave request forms.

The board reviewed the following Building Permit(s):
1. Michael & Bianca Dion – Map R6, Lot 7F (after-the-fact)
2. Richard & Judith Bettencourt – Map R1, Lot 27I

OPEN ITEMS o Town House – no update
o Generators – no update
o Personnel Policy – Mr. Irvine advised that town counsel was agreeable to all

changes proposed. The board discussed whether to approve all changes.  There was
discussion on reporting concerns through the chain of command which may not
necessarily be a department head.

o Brook Road bridge – no update
o Fees – no update
o Utility abatement – no update
o Veterans Memorial – no update
o Landfill (closure) – no update
o 911#s – no update
o AFG grants – no update
o NHS PILOT – no update
o Fire Officers
o Perambulation of town line – see “Discussion”.
o Bean Pot structure

DISCUSSION

APPOINTMENTS
6:30 pm
Jason Ahlquist

 Board signed Timber Yield Tax Warrant for Smith Family 2018 Joint Trust, Map
R10, Lot 17.

Mr. and Mrs. Ahlquist were present at 6:19 pm. Mr. Ahlquist said they had previously
met with the board to try to determine a solution and thanked the board for the
installation of a mirror to monitor traffic when leaving their driveway.  He said they
continue to have issues with water and ice at the end of their driveway. Mr. Drake said
it appeared to him that the construction of the rock wall created this problem with water
drainage. Mr. Ahlquist said he had previously spoken with Public Works Director Mr.
Boucher who had told him he could not perform any work on the Ahlquist’s property
without approval from the Selectmen.  Mr. Harvey made several possible
recommendations. Mr. Irvine advised the town could issue a permit for work in the
town’s ROW, with requirement of a posted bond, and the work to be done by the
Ahlquists or whomever they hire. Mr. Ahlquist said the problem began when the
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Respectfully submitted,
Pamela Vose

DISCUSSION (cont.)

Highway Dept. did some work along their property, 5-6 years ago. The board agreed to
have a discussion with Mr. Boucher on 1/6/22 to better understand the issue and the
history.

 Mr. Irvine asked for guidance on disposal of 13 five-gallon buckets of AFFF
(firefighting foam). Chief Lang is looking to see if there is a grant available to
dispose of them. Mr. Drake advised contacting the State Fire Marshall’s office for
guidance.

 Mr. Irvine advised the town would like to utilize the First Responder Grant writer for
2022. Mr. Drake said this agreement would be for this individual to writer 5 grant
applications – for Fire and Police, suggesting the town find five grants to be applied
for, to take full advantage of the associated costs. Mr. Irvine to add as an “open
item” for seeking out possible grants.

 Perambulation of town line with Meredith is long overdue and Mr. Irvine reviewed
how it is done. The board agreed to determine who would perform this act and when
to schedule it.

 fyi – Municibid auction resulted in Halmatro extrication tools selling for $8,700.
 Board reviewed Total Compensation memos going to employees.
 Board reviewed the Fire Department Roster report spanning 2015-2021 to reflect

who is participating on a regular basis.  Mr. Irvine to discuss this issue with Chief
Lang.

 fyi – Resident communications via email and phone relative to road conditions on
12/25. There was discussion on the type of storm and available personnel with the
board agreeing to discuss the procedures and routes with Mr. Boucher on 1/6/22.
The board asked Mr. Roman if he had any comments and he said he saw a lot of
discussion on social media about the roads -.  He said he has been satisfied with the
handling of storms over the years he has been in New Hampton but that this last
storm took days to completely clean up. Mr. Shaw advised that better
communication with the residents may be needed. Mr. Drake said that the sand
which is accessible to residents has been frozen and recommended that some salt be
added to the sand and that some sand stockpiles in several locations in town need to
be replaced.

 fyi – Mr. Irvine advised that an employee has tested positive while another was
exposed to someone who tested positive for COVID and was getting tested. Mr.
Irvine said that previously a negative test had been required for any employee who
tested positive – to return to work. It was noted the town does not mandate
vaccinations.  The board agreed to have employees follow the most up-to-date
guidelines of the CDC when returning to work.

OTHER BUSINESS  The board reviewed the latest information on the 2021 budget.
 Relative to Mr. Sharp’s conditions for his Site Plan approval, Mr. Irvine said a

letter written by Permitting Assistant Mr. Pollock, on behalf of the Planning Board,
will be reviewed by Planning Board Chair Mr. Kettenring and provided to Mr.
Shaw for his review also, prior to it being sent.

PUBLIC COMMENT Mr. Roman praised the board for their common-sense approach to issues being
discussed.

ADJOURNMENT: Mr. Harvey made a motion, seconded by Mr. Shaw to adjourn at 8:01 pm. Vote was
unanimous.


