
TOWN OF NEW HAMPTON
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MEETING MINUTES
TOWN OFFICE, NEW HAMPTON, NH  03256

Thursday, December 29, 2022

MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Present were Mr. Drake, Mr. Shaw, and Mr. Harvey

OTHERS PRESENT: Town Administrator Mr. Irvine, Public Works Director Jim Boucher and resident
Richard Bettencourt

CALL TO ORDER: Mr. Drake called the meeting of the Board to order at 6:00 p.m. and led the group in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES: Mr. Drake made a motion, seconded by Mr. Shaw to approve minutes of 12/22/22 as
corrected. Vote was unanimous.

APPOINTMENTS:
6:00 pm
Jamie Emery

Mr. Emery was not present so Mr. Drake agreed to hear from Mr. Boucher

6:20 pm
Public Works Director
Jim Boucher

Mr. Boucher updated the board on the heavy rain event on 12/23 and damage it caused
to roadways, mainly the south side of town.  He said he had gravel delivered on 12/24 to
ensure roads were made passable for emergency vehicles and performed additional
work on 12/27 (cone placement & barricades).  He said he looked at some driveways
that sustained damage and is asking the Board how they want to proceed.  He and Mr.
Irvine drove the affected roads and will now submit a preliminary damage assessment to
HSEM who will coordinate with FEMA to see if a Disaster Declaration will occur to
offer assistance to property owners or municipalities. Mr. Irvine provided photos of
damage and some of the costs which doesn’t include any labor or equipment at this
time. He said he will work with Fire Chief Lang on their related costs based on FEMA
codes.  No disaster declaration has been made so it needs to be determined if damage
costs meet the state threshold. Without labor and equipment costs, the repair costs for
the significant damage is estimated at $250,000 (road & shoulder damage) which will
have to be absorbed by the town if there are no monies for assistance. It was noted that
this does not include costs to property owners to repair their damage, a number that will
be provided in the submission to HSEM.

There was discussion on how to the get the word out to property owners to obtain
damage estimates for consideration; post on the website, send email connection, and
reach out directly to property owners where it can be seen that damage was done.  Mr.
Irvine said the town can perform work within the rights-of-way, but not on private
property, but can assist with taking data from property owners to be considered by
FEMA. Mr. Drake said he spoke with a property owner who felt that appropriate
drainage along the road would have prevented a washout of his driveway and therefore
feels the town is responsible for the damage. Mr. Irvine referred to RSA 231:92 which
relieves the municipality of responsibility unless there was an insufficiency by the town,
which was reported to the town in writing. Mr. Shaw said the town also has the choice
to take some leeway in assisting property owners. Mr. Irvine pointed out that this
causes a problem with deciding whom to assist and who to deny.  The Board agreed if
they went this route, they would have to decide on a case-by-case basis with pre-
determined criteria to reach their decision.
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Mr. Irvine asked Mr. Boucher if there were any culverts that had collapsed prior to or
during the storm and he said no.  He said the amount water was too much for some
culverts and some were blocked by snow, ice & leaves, and the culverts were of
sufficient size to handle what is typically seen for flow. Mr. Drake commented that
this was also a once in a generation storm. It was noted that this was an unusual amount
of rain and snow melt on frozen ground that contributed to the volume of water in a
very short amount of time.

Mr. Bettencourt said they’ve owned their Coolidge Woods Road property for 20+ years
and has never had a problem with the culvert near his property but during the storm it
was plugged on the inflow end with mud and debris.  The ditching on the side opposite
his house did not handle water to send it to another culvert, resulting in his driveway
washing out with his driveway, mud & debris running between his house and garage,
going into his shed and backyard, and would have undermined his recently constructed
garage had it not been for quick diversions created during the event. He said he needs
to perform some short-term repairs and has been in contact with his insurance company
and doesn’t know the full cost of all repairs yet.  Mr. Shaw asked Mr. Bettencourt to
provide an estimate to the Fire Chief who handles Emergency Management.

Relative to the excavator trapped along the road, Mr. Boucher said he should be able to
move it tomorrow. He is continuing to perform roadside mowing due to the lack of
snow.

6:20 pm
Jamie Emery

Mr. and Mrs. Emery were present.

NON-PUBLIC
SESSION

PRESENT

RETURN TO PUBLIC
SESSION

At 6:44 pm Mr. Drake made a motion, seconded by Mr. Harvey, to go into Non-Public
Session, according to RSA 91A:3 II (b) Reputation.
Roll call was taken, Mr. Drake – Y, Mr. Shaw – Y, & Mr. Harvey – Y. Vote was
unanimous.

Mr. Shaw, Mr. Harvey, Mr. Shaw, Mr. Irvine, Jamie & Lisa Emery.

At 7:24 pm, Mr. Drake made a motion, seconded by Mr. Harvey, to come out of Non-
Public Session and to seal the minutes for 10 years. Vote was unanimous.

WORK SESSION: Memo from Finance Officer Ms. Duggan, re: Transfer of funds from Fire Dept Special
Revenue Fund to pay for items approved by warrant article.

Mr. Irvine confirmed with the Board that the town has received the last of the bills from
utility assessing firm for Ayers Island appeals. There was discussion on seeking
another assessing firm to perform this work.

The board approved the following Building Permit application(s):
1. Sarah Ohl; Map R5, Lot 9A
2. Jay & Karen Hewitt; Map U17, Lot 28
3. Chris & Jeannette Perez; Tax Map R8, Lot 1M

OPEN ITEMS o Town House – no update
o Brook Road bridge – no update.
o Fees – no update
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Respectfully submitted,
Pamela Vose

o Landfill (closure) – no update:
o 911#s – no update
o NHS PILOT – no update
o Fire Officers/Roster – no update
o Grants – no update
o SAU 4 Study – no update
o Tax Deeded Land – no update
o Drake Road – no update
o Breezeline – no update
o Public Safety Building well – no update
o Main Street sidewalks – no update
o Ambulance billing – no update
o 17-E1 frame rails – no update

DISCUSSION:  New Highway Department employee – Mr. Irvine advised that the background
verification arrived. The Board reviewed the documentation and signed the
verification sheet provided.

 Mr. Shaw made a motion, seconded by Mr. Harvey to encumber the following
invoices anticipated - to pay in 2023:

1. PD - Radar Units (Grant) @ $8,124.
2. FD - AEMT Purchase Order @ $700.
3. Executive - Brook Rd Bridge Engineering costs of $11,650.

Vote was unanimous.
 Mr. Drake made a motion, seconded by Mr. Harvey to grant an abatement request

for John Chapple in the amount of $73.67; Map U9, Lot 5-133; Twin Tamarack
Camper, Mr. Chapple provided documentation to reflect the fact the camper had a
valid registration as of 4/1/23 noting the plate/stickers were not on the vehicle. Vote
was unanimous.

 fyi – NHDOT Crossing Bridge (off Winona Road) Public Informational Meeting,
1/5/23.

New Business after Agenda was Posted
 fyi – Landfill 4th Quarter report.
 fyi – SB 401 Bridge Payment – determine date to schedule Public Hearing.

Payment is in excess of $10,000, requires the Board hold a hearing to accept the
unanticipated revenues. The Board agreed to hold it on 1/10/23, at 7:00 PM.

OTHER BUSINESS: There was none.

PUBLIC COMMENT There was none.

ADJOURNMENT At 8:01 pm Mr. Harvey made a motion, seconded by Mr. Shaw, to adjourn. Vote was
unanimous.


