
TOWN OF NEW HAMPTON
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MEETING MINUTES
TOWN OFFICE, NEW HAMPTON, NH  03256

Thursday, November 23, 2022

MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Present were Mr. Drake, Mr. Shaw, and Mr. Harvey

OTHERS PRESENT: Town Administrator Mr. Irvine and Public Works Director Mr. Boucher

CALL TO ORDER: Mr. Drake called the meeting of the Board to order at 6:00 p.m. and led the group in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES: Mr. Drake made a motion, seconded by Mr. Harvey to approve minutes of 11/14/22 as
written. Vote was unanimous.

APPOINTMENTS:
6:00 pm
Public Works Director
Jim Boucher

Review of Winter Maintenance Policy: discussion on mailboxes that are known to be
damaged by Town trucks, as the policy currently states the Town is not responsible.
Board agreed to investigate/review any losses on a case-by-case basis to determine who
is responsible, whether the mailbox was installed appropriately, and the cost for any
replacement.

Mr. Boucher submitted F550 quote (only received 1 quote from the dealerships he
requested info from) including equipment (without wing) for the Board’s review. Mr.
Drake suggested that any warrant article state the purchase could be for a new, or used,
vehicle.  Based on the quote the Board agreed to increase the warrant article amount to
$130,000 and consider using ARPA monies to reduce the overall cost.  Relative to
putting a wing on the truck, Mr. Boucher recommended it and is awaiting a quote.

There was discussion on the current one-ton and whether it could haul a rake even if it
became a dually during mud season. Mr. Boucher expressed concern that the truck
might not be able to handle that.

Relative to the open truck driver/equipment operator position, several resumes have
been received, and Mr. Boucher recommended an individual with a lot of experience.
The Board agreed with his recommendation to move forward with the hiring process.

Relative to the Ahlquist’s drainage issues on their driveway off Old Bristol Road, and
their request for the Hwy Dept to do some ditching along the road, Mr. Boucher said he
didn’t think it would solve their problem – long term.  The Ahlquists did not have this
problem until they constructed their rock wall, then paved their driveway.  Mr. Drake
said that last year they agreed to create the ditching, and asked Mr. Boucher to proceed
with the work.

Mr. Boucher asked the status of the warrant article for Brook Road bridge replacement
as there is currently enough money to purchase the precast structure, for which pricing
keeps increasing. Mr. Irvine said there will be another warrant article to add to the
bridge fund, but advised he is also investigating infrastructure programs for possible
money. Mr. Irvine suggested they hold a public hearing, though it’s not required, to
inform residents of discussion on this large expenditure, and the board agreed.  Mr.
Boucher to obtain a current quote on the precast structure.
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WORK SESSION: Manifests, bills, and leave requests reviewed.

The board approved the following Building Permit applications:
1. Kevin & Heatherann Simpson; Map R20, Lot 40A

OPEN ITEMS o Town House – no update
o Brook Road bridge – discussed earlier.
o Fees – no update
o Landfill (closure) – no update
o 911#s – no update
o NHS PILOT – no update
o Perambulation – no update
o Fire Officers/Roster – no update
o Grants – no update
o SAU 4 Study – no update
o Tax Deeded Land – no update
o Drake Road – no update
o Breezeline – no update
o Public Safety Building well – no update
o Main Street sidewalks – no update
o Ambulance billing – no update

DISCUSSION:  Board reviewed the following Tax Abatements:
1. Michael & Christine Bloomer; Map U9 Lot 5-151, camper previously discussed

as being registered. Mr. Drake made a motion, seconded by Mr. Harvey to
approve the abatement at $83.37.  Vote was unanimous.

2. New Hampton School - Map U7, Lots 16A @ $1,016.21; 16B @ $1,019.21;
16C @ $1,019.21 and 16D @ $1,019.21; Mr. Irvine said these should have been
exempted in the billing system; this appears to be a software issue and is being
investigated. Mr. Drake made a motion, seconded by Mr. Shaw to abate the
taxes in the amounts noted. Vote was unanimous.

 Board signed letter of appreciation for part-time police officer Derek Gray who had
resigned as the part-time position was being eliminated.

 Board reviewed and signed a letter to Fire Dept member Kendall Hughes clarifying
his Leave of Absence.

 Volunteer Interest from Andrew Anderson for Planning Board – Mr. Irvine to invite
him in to meet with the Board.

 fyi – Lewis Shaw appointed to PRLAC as a New Hampton representative.
 fyi – NHDRA Change to Veterans Tax Credit qualifications now allowing for

individuals currently serving to qualify. Mr. Irvine said DRA guidance is that towns
will now have to readopt this tax credit as a warrant article, or it reverts to the state
standard of $50 because of this change. Mr. Irvine said there have been questions
from many towns about administering this change, such as once an individual leaves
the military there is no need to reapply so there is no way to ensure they received an
honorable discharge as required by statute.

 fyi – 17-E1 frame rails estimate at $63,606.38. Mr. Drake asked if the vehicle
would pass inspection and Mr. Irvine said Chief Lang anticipates it will pass one
more year.  Item to be added to Open Items list for future discussion.

New Business after Agenda was Posted
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Respectfully submitted,
Pamela Vose

 None

OTHER BUSINESS:  There was discussion on changing the Selectmen’s meetings to every two weeks
instead of every week. It was noted that at certain times of the year, meeting every
week is needed, and that increasing the work load by reducing number of meetings
could create other problems.

 Mr. Irvine provided the Board with the last revisions to the budget.
 Mr. Irvine said relative to a previous question about the sale of tax deeded property

he learned there is no fiduciary responsibility for the town in determining the sale
price of one of these properties.

 The Board directed Mr. Irvine to have the lawyers submit the draft franchise
agreement amendment to Breezeline as written.

PUBLIC COMMENT There was none.

ADJOURNMENT At 8:14 pm Mr. Drake made a motion, seconded by Mr. Shaw, to adjourn. Vote was
unanimous.


